
READING AT JRS 

WHOLE TEXTS AT KS3 DURING ACCELERATED READER LESSONS… 

The books / short stories listed below are read by students with their class teacher and classmates from Year 
7 through to Year 9:  

●​ Two Weeks with the Queen – Morris Gleitzman 
●​ Asha and the Spirit Bird – Jasbinder Milan  
●​ Boy, Everywhere – A.M Dassu  
●​ The Colour of Humanity – Bali Rai  
●​ Thank You Ma’am – Langston Hughes  
●​ Into the Future – Jeffery Boake  
●​ The Paradise Carpet – Jamila Gavin  
●​ I Used to Live Here Once – Jean Rhys  
●​ Fish Cheeks – Amy Tan  

 
Previous KS3 whole class readers have been: 

●​ Wonder – R J Palacio  
●​ Wild Boy – Rob Lloyd Jones  

 

 

In addition to this during their English lessons at KS3 students read: 

●​ Whole poems – different forms; different eras; different cultures; different genders  
●​ A whole Shakespeare play; key speeches and sonnets  
●​ Whole drama scripts – Five Green Bottles by Ray Jenkins and Arden Days by Humphrey Carpenter  

We ensure that during Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9, students experience the same writers through out the Key 
Stage – the writers they will encounter every year are: 

●​ Shakespeare  
●​ William Wordsworth  
●​ Thomas Hardy  
●​ Imtiaz Dharker 

In their Year 8 Oracy for Life lessons, students also read: 

●​ Poems from the Poetry by Heart website  
●​ The play scripts – Julian by Ray Jenkins and Politics and Terror – by Willy Russel  

How can I support my child to choose books in KS3?  

The National Literacy Trust website has a range of free resources for parents and carers – this link takes 
you to some recommended reads for KS3 students, including audio books:  

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/filter/?age=9-12 

This link takes you to reading and literacy based resources for students aged 13+: 

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/zone-in/ 

This link takes you to a specific reading section of their website which includes recommended reads: 

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/zone-in/reading/ 

This link contains age specific booklists for KS3 and KS4 for inspiration!  

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/ 

 

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/filter/?age=9-12
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/zone-in/
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/zone-in/reading/


BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 2024  
We asked students at JRS to come up book recommendations for KS3 students – here are the books that have been 

recommended:  
 

Martha recommends: Dex and Aimee  James recommends  Liam recommends 
MAZE RUNNER  
James Dashner  

PIG HEART BOY 
Malorie Blackman  

WOLF BROTHER  
Michelle Paver  

MARCUS RASHFORD MY 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY  

MAZE RUNNER is a book 
about a bunch of 
teenagers trapped in a 
maze, controlled by a 
group of people like the 
government and the 
teenagers are trying to 
escape the maze and live 
a normal life. 
 

It is about a boy with a 
heart disease – he 
meets a doctor that can 
put a pig’s heart into 
him so he has surgery 
and it works…with 
interesting results!  

This book is great – it’s 
about a boy and his father 
who live with a clan in the 
forest. The boy’s father was 
killed by a demon bear and 
tried to get revenge!  

Marcus Rashford’s life and 
football career is a great 
read – it teachers you to 
always be confident  

Why would a new Year 7 
student love it? 

Why would a new Year 
7 student love it? 

Why would a new Year 7 
student love it? 

Why would a new Year 7 
student love it? 

I loved this book because 
every page had a new 
adventure and it was so 
exciting and so worth 
reading! The good news 
is, there are three books 
in this series and I 
enjoyed everyone one of 
them!  

It’s full of suspense and 
intense! It’s an inspiring 
book that tells you, you 
can do anything no 
matter what. The novel 
has an amazing 
storyline.  

I highly recommend this 
book this to someone in 
Year 7 because I was 
inspired by it and you will 
be too! Wolf Brother has a 
variety of amazing 
characters and is very 
intense.  
 

A Year 7 who likes sport 
would love this book – that’s 
why I liked it! It’s taught me 
to be a more confident 
person.  

Lillie recommends: Tilly recommends:  Oliver recommends:  

 

HEARTSTOPPER  
Alice Oseman  

THE HOUSE OF CLOUDS 
Lisa Thompson 

PERCY JACKSON  
Rick Riordan  

Heartstopper has lots of 
good laughs in it and it 
isn’t a long read either, a 
bit like a comic. 
Heartstopper describes 
two teenage boys who go 
to an all boys school – 
they secretly like one 
another but don’t know 
how to tell each 
other…until they go to 
Harry’s party… 
 

This great book is about 
a girl whose grandad 
tells her a story which 
thinks is fake but then 
the story starts to come 
true! It’s a mysterious 
read with lots of 
adventures and the 
book has a fantastic 
ending… 

A great book with action 
and horror! This book is 
about three friends who 
are constantly getting 
challenged by mythological 
creatures. 

Why would a new Year 7 
student love it? 

Why would a new Year 
7 student love it? 

Why would a new Year 7 
student love it? 

 

If you like LGBTQ+ novels, 
then you will definitely 
like these books. There 
are four of them in the 
series and they are all in 
the school library.  

I am sure you will love 
this book just as much 
as me. If you love 
mysteries and 
adventures, then this is 
the book for you – there 
is a point in the story 
where there is an 
amazing turn that 
changes everything.  

I’m sure you will love this 
book as there is constant 
action on every page. If you 
love action and characters 
fighting strange creatures, 
then this book is an 
absolute must. 

 
 



MORE RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

Jera recommends  Betony recommends Patrick recommends Sophie recommends  
Sherlock Holmes 
Arthur Conan Doyle  

My Brother’s Name is 
Jessica – John Boyne 

KNIFE EDGE  
Robert Swindells  

BILLIONAIRE BOY 
David Walliams  

This book is about the 
famous detective 
Sherlock Holmes and his 
funny side-kick, known as 
Doctor Watson. Together 
they are trying to solve a 
mystery and anyone who 
loves mystery and 
adventure will love this 
book just as much as me.  
 

The book follows the life 
of the main character, 
Sam, as he struggles 
while his ‘brother’ tries 
to figure out who ‘he’ is. 
It portrays all the 
characters in a realistic 
way. 

I think this book is a really 
good read because it’s all 
about knife crime and how 
bad it is. A young boy gets 
bullied and decides to get a 
knife with devastating 
consequences. 

I think this book is absolutely 
brilliant because it includes 
humour and great drawings. 
The book itself teaches you a 
lesson about life.  

Why would a new Year 7 
student love it? 

Why would a new Year 
7 student love it? 

Why would a new Year 7 
student love it? 

Why would a new Year 7 
student love it? 

I loved this action packed 
book – and it’s so 
satisfying when you figure 
out the answer at the end 
of the mystery!  

This is a book about 
how real people try to 
figure things out and 
find acceptance. The 
book shows raw 
emotions and if you like 
books that actually 
make you feel 
something, I would 
highly recommend 
reading My Brother’s 
Name is Jessica.  
 

It’s not a long book so there 
is no chance of getting 
bored! I thought the book 
was really entertaining and 
it taught me all about how 
bad knife crime can be.  

I love this book because it’s 
packed with humour and it’s 
very enjoyable to read. 
Personally, I love David 
Walliams and I guarantee 
you will too!  

Marni recommends  Georgie recommends  Ioan recommends  
 

 

MY ROYAL STORY – 
ELIZABETH I – K Lansky  

GORILLA DAWN – Gill 
Lewis  

THE DOG THAT SAVED THE 
WORLD (CUP)  - Phil Earle  

It’s written as a diary 
from the Queen after the 
death of her mother, 
Anne Boleyn. It’s all about 
her travels. 
 

This adventurous book 
is set in the jungle with 
a tribe called The Black 
Mambas who are 
searching for a rare 
medal  

The book is about a dog, a 
girl and her dad – all told 
from the dog’s perspective. 
Their mission? To find the 
stolen World Cup. 

Why would a new Year 7 
student love it? 

Why would a new Year 
7 student love it? 

Why would a new Year 7 
student love it? 

The story is amazing; and 
if you like the Tudors you 
will love this book.  

The book features spirit 
children, adventure and 
a baby silver back 
gorilla. 
 

I really enjoyed this book 
and I think anyone who 
likes football and dilemmas 
would too!  
 

 
Other titles recommended by KS3 readers: 

The Lorax – Doctor Seuss 
Faerieground – A Wish in the Woods – Beth Bracken 

Beast Quest – Adam Blade 
The Funny Life of Teachers – Rob Jones 

Dork Diaries – Rachel Renee Russell 
13 Story Treehouse – Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton 

Gangster Granny – David Walliams 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid – Jeff Kinney 

 



READING AT KS4 

What texts will my child read at KS4?  

Our current set texts are: 

●​ A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 
●​ Animal Farm – George Orwell  
●​ The Merchant of Venice – Shakespeare  
●​ The Edexcel Poetry Anthology  

We have compiled suggested recommended reads for students based on their set texts… 

To support students reading and understanding their set texts – the following websites provide 
useful resources and revision material: 

 

This link takes you to GCSE Bitesize and the section on A Christmas Carol  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z39wnbk/revision/1 

 

Two great links for Animal Farm related materials:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqp86fr 

https://www.teachtutti.co.uk/blog/animal-farm-gcse/ 

 

The RSC website has dedicated pages to The Merchant of Venice, covering plot, themes, characters and 
context:  

https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-merchant-of-venice/ 

Remember KS4 students have access to Digital Theatre+ at home and can watch clips of the play online:  

https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/ 

 

For further information about the Edexcel Poetry Anthology, the link below has extensive revision notes – this 
link takes you to the Relationships poems we have study in class:  

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/english-revision/gcse-edexcel/relationships/ 

 

This link gives you help with unseen poems: 

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/english-revision/gcse-edexcel/unseen-poetry/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z39wnbk/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqp86fr
https://www.teachtutti.co.uk/blog/animal-farm-gcse/
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/english-revision/gcse-edexcel/relationships/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/english-revision/gcse-edexcel/unseen-poetry/


If you enjoy A Christmas Carol – what should you read next? 

Illustration from Barrington Stoke's A Christ 

If you want to stay true to the classic nature of Dickens but read books with a more present-day plot 
to them, Michael Rosen and Tony Ross’ Bah! Humbug! is an unforgettable retelling of Charles 
Dickens' beloved book set within a school’s theatrical production of "A Christmas Carol" with a 
joyous, heart-warming and relevant message of family at its heart. Next, The Last of the Spirits by 
Chris Priestley is a cleverly-written, genuinely thrilling and ghostly-gripping reinvention that gives 
you all the feelings of midwinter by borrowing and building on two very minor characters from the 
original. It’s so good that I’m sure it would absolutely have the authorly approval of Dickens himself! 

The Miracle on Ebenezer Street by Catherine Doyle, who has breathed new life into the timeless 
tale through her charming reimagining and delightfully quirky cast of characters and modern, 
magical adventure storyline. This is a book that everyone should wish to find wrapped up under 
their tree this Christmas. 

If picture books and graphic novels are more your thing, the beautifully-illustrated, rhyming picture 
book retelling A Christmas Carol by Tony Mitton and Mike Redman is superb for introducing 
younger readers to the classic tale and the true meaning of Christmas. For older readers, the 
graphic novel of A Christmas Carol, illustrated by Brett Helquist, would be an equally brilliant 
choice. 

For stories packed with Christmas magic and mystery... 

If you’re looking for other memorable Christmas stories that have a classic feel to them, both The Box of 
Delights by John Masefield and The Dark is Rising by Susan Cooper are considered to be two of the great 
works of modern children’s fiction, full of magic, mystery, folklore and tradition. For more contemporary 
classics, Katherine Rundell’s One Christmas Wish; Michael Morpurgo’s The Snowman: Inspired by the 
original story by Raymond Briggs; Matt Haig’s terrific trio of A Boy Called Christmas, The Girl Who Saved 
Christmas and Father Christmas and Me; and Ben Miller’s The Night I Met Father Christmas are 
all brimming with breathtaking magic and beautiful illustrations. 

If you love a bit of historical fiction, The Snow Sister is a short, seasonal novella from the queen of historical 
fiction, Emma Carroll; and The Clockwork Crow by Catherine Fisher with its magically-told story, set in a 
frost-bound Victorian mansion and about a stubborn crow who befriends orphan Seren, are perfect for 
whisking you away into winter and wonder. 

For lovers of ghosts and ghouls... 
For slightly scary Christmas reads, check out Ross Montgomery’s Christmas Dinner of Souls with its secret 
club of spooky members who despise Christmas and try to outdo one another by telling the most terrible, 
disgusting stories they know and which provides just the right dose of alternative festive cheer as well as 
plenty of chills and thrills that will appeal to readers. 
If you go to the website Charles Dickens online you will find lots of free Dickens texts, including 
his other Christmas themed novels and a range of short stories he wrote with a festive feel like 

A Christmas Tree 
BOOKS IN JRS LIBRARY WITH A FESTIVE / WINTERY THEME: The Christmasaurus – Tom Fletcher / The Polar 
Bear Explorer’s Club – Alex Bell / The Night I Met Father Christmas – Ben Miller / White Boots – Noel Streatfeild / 

Christmas According to Humphrey – Betty G Birney 

 

IF YOU ENJOY ANIMAL FARM – WHAT COULD YOU READ NEXT? 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-last-of-the-spirits/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-miracle-on-ebenezer-street/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-box-of-delights/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-box-of-delights/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-dark-is-rising/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/o/one-christmas-wish/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-snowman2/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-snowman2/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/a/a-boy-called-christmas/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-night-i-met-father-christmas/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/t/the-clockwork-crow/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2020/december/what-to-read-after...-a-christmas-carol/~/link/fde77c9716c746d48285acf558402feb.aspx


 

Though short, George Orwell’s classic satire, Animal Farm, still packs a punch more than seven 
decades after its publication. A parable that’s seemingly about farm animals brings up important 
issues of social equality, political language, the importance of education, and so much more. 
Looking for more powerful political and social commentary? We’ve got just the titles for your 
reading list. Thought-provoking and iconic, these classic books like Animal Farm remain relevant to 
this day. Publishers’ descriptions included below. 

1984  
 George Orwell 

 

 

 

In 1984, London is a grim city where Big Brother is always watching 
you and the Thought Police can practically read your mind. Winston is 

a man in grave danger for the simple reason that his memory still 
functions. Drawn into a forbidden love affair, Winston finds the 
courage to join a secret revolutionary organization called The 

Brotherhood, dedicated to the destruction of the Party. Together with 
his beloved Julia, he hazards his life in a deadly match against the 

powers that be. 
 

 

Brave New World 
Aldous Huxley 

 

 

Aldous Huxley’s profoundly important classic of world literature, Brave New 
World is a searching vision of an unequal, technologically-advanced future 

where humans are genetically bred, socially indoctrinated, and 
pharmaceutically anesthetized to passively uphold an authoritarian ruling 
order–all at the cost of our freedom, full humanity, and perhaps also our 

souls. “A genius [who] who spent his life decrying the onward march of the 
Machine” (The New Yorker), Huxley was a man of incomparable talents: 

equally an artist, a spiritual seeker, and one of history’s keenest observers of 
human nature and civilization. Brave New World, his masterpiece, has 

enthralled and terrified millions of readers, and retains its urgent relevance 
to this day as both a warning to be heeded as we head into tomorrow and 

as thought-provoking, satisfying work of literature. Written in the shadow of 
the rise of fascism during the 1930s, Brave New World likewise speaks to a 
21st-century world dominated by mass-entertainment, technology, medicine 

and pharmaceuticals, the arts of persuasion, and the hidden influence of 
elites. 

A Clockwork Orange 
Anthony Burgess 

 
Lord of the Flies 

William Golding 

A vicious fifteen-year-old droog is the central character of this 1963 classic. 
In Anthony Burgess’s nightmare vision of the future, where the criminals 
take over after dark, the story is told by the central character, Alex, who 
talks in a brutal invented slang that brilliantly renders his and his friends’ 

social pathology. A Clockwork Orange is a frightening fable about good and 
evil, and the meaning of human freedom. When the state undertakes to 

reform Alex to “redeem” him, the novel asks, “At what cost?” 
 

 

https://www.bookbub.com/books/animal-farm-by-george-orwell?
https://www.bookbub.com/books/1984-by-george-orwell?
https://www.bookbub.com/books/brave-new-world-by-aldous-huxley-2017-08-02?
https://www.bookbub.com/books/a-clockwork-orange-by-anthony-burgess?
https://www.bookbub.com/books/lord-of-the-flies-by-william-golding?


 
 

At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, 
stranding a group of schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their 
freedom is something to celebrate. This far from civilization they can do 

anything they want. Anything. But as order collapses, as strange howls echo 
in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of adventure seems as far 

removed from reality as the hope of being rescued. 
 
 

The Metamorphosis 
Franz Kafka 

 

 

 
“When Gregor Samsa woke up one morning from unsettling dreams, 
he found himself changed in his bed into a monstrous vermin.” With 
this startling, bizarre, yet surprisingly funny first sentence, Franz 
Kafka begins his masterpiece, The Metamorphosis. It is the story of a 
young man who, transformed overnight into a giant beetlelike insect, 
becomes an object of disgrace to his family, an outsider in his own 
home, a quintessentially alienated man. A harrowing—though 
absurdly comic—meditation on human feelings of inadequacy, guilt, 
and isolation, The Metamorphosis has taken its place as one of the 
most widely read and influential works of twentieth-century fiction. 
 

The Pearl 
John Steinbeck 

 

 
“There it lay, the great pearl, perfect as the moon.” 

Like his father and grandfather before him, Kino is a poor diver, 
gathering pearls from the gulf beds that once brought great wealth to 
the Kings of Spain and now provide Kino, Juana, and their infant son 

with meager subsistence. Then, on a day like any other, Kino emerges 
from the sea with a pearl as large as a sea gull’s egg, as “perfect as 

the moon.” With the pearl comes hope, the promise of comfort and of 
security…. 

A story of classic simplicity, based on a Mexican folk tale, The 
Pearl explores the secrets of man’s nature, the darkest depths of evil, 

and the luminous possibilities of love. 
 

The Handmaid’s Tale 
Margaret Atwood 

 

 

 
The Handmaid’s Tale is a novel of such power that the reader will be unable 
to forget its images and its forecast. Set in the near future, it describes life 

in what was once the United States and is now called the Republic of Gilead, 
a monotheocracy that has reacted to social unrest and a sharply declining 
birthrate by reverting to, and going beyond, the repressive intolerance of 

the original Puritans. The regime takes the Book of Genesis absolutely at its 
word, with bizarre consequences for the women and men in its population. 

The story is told through the eyes of Offred, one of the unfortunate 
Handmaids under the new social order. In condensed but eloquent prose, by 
turns cool-eyed, tender, despairing, passionate, and wry, she reveals to us 

the dark corners behind the establishment’s calm facade, as certain 
tendencies now in existence are carried to their logical conclusions. The 

Handmaid’s Tale is funny, unexpected, horrifying, and altogether convincing. 
It is at once scathing satire, dire warning, and a tour de force. 

 

 

https://www.bookbub.com/books/metamorphosis-by-franz-kafka-2017-08-12?
https://www.bookbub.com/books/the-pearl-by-john-steinbeck-2017-08-11&ebook_deal?
https://www.bookbub.com/books/the-handmaid-s-tale-by-margaret-atwood?


 
I LIKE THE MERCHANT OF VENICE – 

 WHAT SHOULD I READ NEXT? 
I want to read a play that features another trial – why not try… 

The Crucible by: Arthur Miller  
"The Crucible" by Arthur Miller is a play that delves into the Salem witch trials of 1692, showcasing the 
hysteria and mass paranoia that ensued in the town. The story follows a group of teenage girls who falsely 
accuse others of witchcraft, leading to a chain of events that result in life or death decisions for the accused. 
Through the lens of historical events, Miller highlights themes of integrity versus reputation, group guilt, and 
the consequences of fear and manipulation. 
the Salem witch trials engaging narrative that explores the dark aspects of humanity. Miller's use of language 
is described as beautiful and engaging,  
 
I want to read a novel that features racism and prejudice (including sexism, ageism and 
prejudice against people with mental and physical disabilities) – why not try… 
 
OF MICE AND MEN - John Steinbeck  
'Of Mice and Men' by John Steinbeck is a poignant tale about the friendship between two drifters, George 
and Lennie, during the Great Depression. The story follows their journey as they seek work on a ranch in 
California, highlighting the challenges they face due to Lennie's mental disability and their shared dream of 
owning a farm. Through vivid character portrayals and a dialogue-driven narrative, Steinbeck masterfully 
captures the essence of friendship, loyalty, and the harsh realities of life in the 1930s. 
The novella delves into themes of friendship, loss, and the pursuit of dreams amidst a backdrop of sadness 
and violence. Through George and Lennie's endearing relationship, Steinbeck explores the complexities of 
human emotions and the inevitability of tragic outcomes. The book's concise yet impactful storytelling style, 
coupled with its profound character development, evokes deep emotions in readers and leaves a lasting 
impression of the struggles faced by individuals during a tumultuous era. 
 

I want to read a book that features religion and characters who are victimised – why not try… 

THE SCARLET LETTER - Nathaniel Hawthorne  

'The Scarlet Letter' by Nathaniel Hawthorne is a classic novel set in Puritan New England during the 17th 
century. The story revolves around Hester Prynne, an adulteress who is forced to wear a scarlet letter 'A' on 
her dress as a symbol of her sin. The narrative delves into the consequences of adultery on the lives of 
Hester, her daughter Pearl, Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale, and Roger Chillingworth. The book explores 
themes of morality, guilt, sin, and redemption against the backdrop of a society obsessed with morals. 
Hawthorne's prose is described as beautiful and the book is considered a work of art due to its compelling 
portrayal of human frailty and sorrow. 
 
I want to read a novel about racism and a trial:  
 
TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD – Harper Lee 
 

'Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember it's a sin to kill a mockingbird.'​
​

To Kill a Mockingbird is a coming-of-age story, an anti-racist novel, a historical drama of the Great Depression 
and a sublime example of the Southern writing tradition. A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the 

real mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man falsely charged with the rape of a white girl. 
Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with exuberant humour the 

irrationality of adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep South of the 1930s. The conscience of a town 
steeped in prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one man's struggle for justice. But 

the weight of history will only tolerate so much.​
 
 

https://www.meetnewbooks.com/book/65156/The-Crucible-Arthur-Miller
https://www.meetnewbooks.com/book-author/7989/Arthur-Miller
https://www.meetnewbooks.com/book-author/28132/John-Steinbeck
https://www.meetnewbooks.com/book-author/4462/Nathaniel-Hawthorne


 
I LOVE THE POETRY ANTHOLOGY – WHAT NEXT? 

 
Anthology Poem 

 
If you liked the Romantics… 

 

Further Reading  

 
La Belle Dame Sans Merci – John 
Keats  

 
Ode on Melancholy  

Ode to Autumn 
The Eve of St Agnes (Mr Walker says: ‘It’s super creepy and 
it’s got fairies in it and it’s a bit eerie / magical like LBDSM!’)  

 
She Walks in Beauty –  
Lord Byron  

 
Don Juan (Mr Walker says: ‘It’s a long, comical poem about a 

roving lover and all his affairs – a bit like Byron!)  
When We Two Parted – a tale about splitting up; nice 

contrast with SWIB  
 

A Complaint –  
William Wordsworth  

 
So many to choose from! Mr Walker suggests: 

Resolution and Independence – Wordsworth meets a man 
gathering leeches!  

The Prelude – the sections about ice skating and boat 
stealing are magical!  

My Heart Leaps Up / I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud  
 

A Child to his Sick Grandfather – 
Joanna Baillie  

 
Haymaking – this reminds Mrs Wright of her childhood…  

A Mother to her Waking Infant  
 

 

 If you liked the Victorian poets Further Reading  
 

 
My Last Duchess –  
Robert Browning  

Childe Roland to the Dark Tower Came – yikes! Creepy! 
Porphyria’s Lover – double yikes! Lover strangled by long 

hair!  
Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister – it’s a monologue! A 

monk hates another monk!  
 

 
Sonnet 43 –  
Elizabeth Barrett Browning  

 
A Dead Rose 

To Flush, My Dog (one for all the pet lovers out there!)  
Sonnet 6 – Go From Me… 

 
 
Neutral Tones –  
Thomas Hardy  

 
Other poems: The Convergence of the Twain (amazing 

poem about nature building an iceberg to ‘meet’ the Titanic!)  
The Darkling Thrush / To a Motherless Child – 

Hardy also wrote novels – Mr Walker’s favourite (he did it for 
his O’ levels…Far From The Madding Crowd – three very 

different men try to win the heart of the very fickle 
Bathsheba…and includes a brilliant coffin opening scene!)  



 
 

If you liked the modern poets Further Reading 
 

 
1st Date She / 1st Date He – 
Wendy Cope  

 
Sporty People  

The Orange  
Giving Up Smoking  

 
 
Valentine –  
Carol Ann Duffy  
 

 
In Mrs Tilscher’s Class  

War Photographer  
Before You Were Mine (Mrs Wright’s favourite!)  

 
 
One Flesh –  
Elizabeth Jennings  
 

 
In Memory of Anyone Unknown to Me  

Night Sister (a poem about being a nurse!) 
Delay  

 
 
i wanna be yours –  
John Cooper Clarke  
 

 
You could investigate anthologies of Clarke’s poems which 

include What, The Luckiest Guy Alive or Directory plus 
there are lots of his videos on Youtube. 

 
 
The Manhunt –  
Simon Armitage  
 

 
I Am Very Bothered – featuring a Bunsen burner and scissors… 
Kid – featuring Batman and Robin…or is something more sinister? 

About His Person  
 

Nettles –  
Vernon Scannell  
 

 
A Case of Murder  

Love Shouts and Whispers (and Sometimes Screams)  
The Apple Raid  

 
Love’s Dog –  
Jen Hadfield  
 

 
Taboo 

The Plinky Boat  
Hedgehog, Hammavoe  

 
My Father Would Not Show Us – 
Ingrid de Kok  
 

Note: she has her own website with readings of the poems on 
Body Parts 

The Head of the Household  
Mending  

 



 


	For stories packed with Christmas magic and mystery... 
	I want to read a play that features another trial – why not try… 
	THE SCARLET LETTER - Nathaniel Hawthorne  

