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JRS Express 
It seemed like fate that, almost exactly ten years after my inter-
view for the role of head teacher at John Ruskin School, Ofsted 
would revisit us and judge how effective a school we are.  I hope 
that shortly after Easter I will be able to send you the report, but 
I can tell you that we are delighted with the outcome of the un-
graded inspection that took place. 

I want to take this opportunity to pass on how incredibly proud 
we are of our students and their conduct during the inspec-
tion.  We know every day how amazing our young people are, but 
to see that reflected in our feedback from inspectors was a testa-
ment to our students' pride in JRS. 

A large number of students were spoken to in lessons, at break 
times and lunch time.  Two groups of Year 9s and a group of Year 
11s also met with inspectors for more detailed conversations 
about their lived experience at JRS.  I am sure the final report 
will reflect the very positive impression the inspectors gained but 
the points in the verbal feedback included: 

'Pupils talk confidently and accurately about their learning' 

'Pupils behaviour is exemplary and ambassadorial, they are cour-
teous' 

'There is a culture in the school of strong relationships between 
staff and students and students and students' 

The leadership of our older students in their prefect and head 
student roles was also a central theme of the detailed feedback 
we received.  The students were incredible - I hope you are as 
proud of them as we, the staff, are. 

A final thanks to the many parents and carers that took the time 
to provide your overwhelmingly positive comments to the in-
spection team.   

The very best wishes to you all for a relaxing Easter break. 

Peter Blackburn  
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Texts this term have included celebrations of National Science Week and Pi Day – in addition to 
this, head students have provided articles for students to discuss during form time. The varied 
topics chosen by Erin, Elliot, Sophie and Noah have included: the benefits of puzzling; how to not 
judge a book (and people) by its cover; the importance of travelling safely on public transport and 
how artificial intelligence is threatening creative arts, like the film industry.  
 
It is great that the students during form time start thinking and discussing as they arrive at 
school before the official day begins. Next term we have some more fiction texts for students to 
enjoy and a reminder about our British Values Hall of Fame.  
 
Mr Walker 

FORM TIME READING AT JRS 
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ON MY DOORSTEP  

My doorstep was my safe space, when it felt like my 
world was falling apart I would sit on my doorstep.  
 

My mother would often try to comfort me and tell me it 
was just military training. But bombing Aunty Hussein's 
house doesn’t seem like training to me, evicting the Ah-
mad family down the road doesn’t seem like training to 
me and kidnapping Mr and Mrs Bandai certainly doesn’t 
seem like training to me. Mother tried to pretend that 
everything was okay and that we wouldn’t be hurt but I 
knew what was going on. I wasn't that stupid.  
 

My doorstep was my quiet time, with all the conflict and 
dispute I went and sat on my doorstep.  
 

But now, I don’t have my doorstep and if I did it wouldn’t 
be the same, it wouldn’t be my doorstep anymore. It 
might be Turkish or Israeli. Maybe my neighbours’, but 
not mine.  
 

My mother can no longer comfort me and tell me it was 
training. I wish my mother could come back, that she 
never got involved. I wish that sometimes me and my 
mother could sit on my doorstep and have quiet 
time  and forget about all the problems in the world to-
gether.  
 

Now I am older, I have a new doorstep. This one is wood-
en and dark brown, like my mothers eyes.It is my new 
safe space, even now when it feels like my world is falling 
apart, I sit on my doorstep.  
 

Now, when I sit and read the newspaper and see all the 
frightening and terrible things going on at home.  
 

Sometimes, when I sit and wonder, what if we all had a 
doorstep? Then maybe we wouldn’t have been in con-
flict… 

WORDS BY THE  
WATER 

Mr Walker 
 
The literary festival in Keswick runs a 
writing competition for students 
across Cumbria. This year, the theme 
was On My Doorstep and several JRS 
KS4 students entered the U16 compe-
tition.  

Year 11 Jess  was a finalist and went 
to the Theatre by the Lake where she 
read out her story and was named as 
the U16 winner in her category. An 
amazing achievement!  

Jess won book tokens for herself and 
the school – we are really proud of 
her success and look forward to her 
writing more in the future. Printed 
here is the winning 300 word short 
story she wrote:  



FISH HEROES MUSSEL     
DONATION  

In early 2025 we received another in-
credible donation from 
@offshoreshellfish who farmed and de-
livered fresh mussels  for the students to 
cook with.  
 
The Year10 catering students were really 
interested in learning the production 
process, sustainable approach and then 
how to cook with them.  
 
A lot of students hadn’t tried shellfish 
before and showed courage by complet-
ing the recipes and trying them for the 
first time.  
 
Thank you to the Food Teachers Centre 
UK for the initiative that really is giving 
opportunities for students to try new and 
nutritious foods! 
 
Ms Curbishley 
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WORLD BOOK DAY AT JRS! 
 

JRS celebrated World Book Day with a ‘Real or Fake?’ themed competition – during the day, six 
texts by famous authors were read to students by their teachers and students had to decide: were 
the texts ‘real’ or written in the style of the author by artificial intelligence.  
 
Had Dickens really included a mobile phone in Martin Chuzzlewit? Did John Ruskin meet a gi-
raffe at Brantwood? Had J K Rowling begun her literary career with a tale about magic sausages 
and had George Orwell included a section about ice cream in Animal Farm?  
 
As well as deciding whether the texts were real or fake, students had to answer six quiz questions 
– the winner was Daniela in Year 7, who correctly identified all six texts were written by Chat GPT 
and answered every question correctly, winning an Easter Egg.  
 
During the day, World Book Day logos were also hidden around school and students had to hand 
them in to the office to collect a small prize – clearly the logos had been well hidden by Mr Walker 
as it took 12 days for every logo to be found!  
 
Mr Walker 

“The spirit needs several sorts of food 
of which knowledge is only one.”    ― 
John Ruskin 

ACCELERATED READER WINNERS! 
 
We've totted up the word counts of students in Year 7 
and Year 8 in order to see who has read the most words 
so far this year on Accelerated Reader - two students in 
Year 8 - Charlotte and Sam have read over a million 
words and Etienne and Sophie in Year 7 are the closest 
to becoming an Accelerated Reader millionaire.  

Look out for lots of new fiction stock in the library after 
Easter (thanks to Jess in Year 11 and her prize donation 
from Words by the Water!).  

Remember there is now a designated section on the 
JRS website which contains lots of suggestions about 
books, reading activities and links for parents and stu-
dents to help with choosing books and recommended 
reading lists. Why not take a look over the Easter 
break? 

 

Mr Walker 
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It was a great pleasure to welcome poet, Dave Cryer, to work with all our Year 7 and 8 students 
and a selection of ones from Year 9.   

The inspiration for his workshop came from a famous Wordsworth’s poem, The Rainbow-in par-
ticular, its first line, ‘My heart leaps up when I behold…’ 

Students were asked to consider something, from nature in particular, that filled them with joy. 
Dave was very impressed with the creativity of our students and their willingness to share their 
poems with their peers. As a result of the workshop, the English Department ran a competition 
allowing children to enter their neat versions. We are proud to present the winning poems here: 

DAVE CRYER POETRY WORKSHOP  

Jayden is not just a poetry winner but also a winner in Library 
terms!  Thanks to him and his mum they have donated a large 
number of books to the library. 

You too could help support the library by donating any unwant-
ed children’s fiction books that are no longer needed ( all we ask 
is that they are in a good condition). Any books that are stocked 

in the library are funded by the Fundraising Group so any additional help is much appreciated. 

Our library also operates on a ‘trust basis’ so parental support would also be appreciated for 
checking that once your child has read a book that it is returned to the ‘drop box’ that is found in 
the library. 

THANK YOU! 

Mrs Wright 

LIBRARY CORNER 

Luxurious Nature – Evelyn and Hannah  

Walking, to the beach I see the lighthouse shin-
ing, 

As bright as pink lightning 

I put a seashell to my ear, and hear the story of 
the sailing sea 

The waves bustling loudly 

 

The eye of the island looking upon and watches 
my every step 

As I climb its ancient paths to see the view of 
the sea under me 

 

Sleeping, I listened to the pitter-pattering of 
the rain falling lightly in the drain 

The mother nature sounds from the whisper to 
the whine wispy wind 

 

Waking, I hear the alarm clock sound tick-
tocking, and the song of the birds tweeting  

I opened my curtains to see the fresh dewy 
trees and the busy morning bees 

 

Natural Beauty - Jayden  

My heart leaps up at the sight of natural beauty 

The mountains rising rapidly above my head 

The lake translucent as glass 

Then a lone winding road into the trees 

I climb through 

I see meadows of gold and beige like a pot of 
gold 

Wanting to be found upon those hills 

 

Mrs Wright 

“All books are divisible into two classes: the books 
of the hour, and the books of all time.”    ― John 
Ruskin 
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 CROSS COUNTRY RUNNING AT JRS 

You may remember reading, in the last edition of the JRS Express, of our students’ fan-
tastic successes in cross country events in Penrith and Cartmel earlier this academic 
year.  

As reported in December, the top 12 in each race at the District Trials (held at Cartmel 
in November) were selected to go to full County Trials in Carlisle. James (Year 10) was 
a non-travelling reserve for this and Zeke (Year 11) qualified based on previous results.  

Zeke came a fantastic 11th at the Cumbria County Trials and was selected to represent 
Cumbria in the North Counties Round at Middlesborough on 8th February. Once again 
Zeke, a junior member of Ambleside AC and outstanding fell runner, performed excep-
tionally well, coming a very creditable 29/70 in a strong field and helping the Cumbria 
team win the competition overall. 

We were delighted to hear that Zeke had made the final cut and was selected to com-
pete for Cumbria at The English Schools Cross Country Event on March 15th at Ar-
dingley Showfield in West Sussex. This involved competing against 46 other counties 
in England. Despite the flat course and the enormous field of competitors Zeke did 
amazingly well, coming a very creditable 278/326. To put it in context, all the times 
were very close together and  Zeke completed this 3 mile flat course in 17.03 which is a very fast 
time. 

Congratulations and well done to Zeke and all our other athletes. We are now looking forward to 
the summer term and a whole programme of Athletics. 

Mrs Musetti  

“The highest reward for a per-
son's toil is not what they get 
for it, but what they become by 
it.”    ― John Ruskin 

 

 

YEAR 7 RESIDENTIAL TRIPS 
 

Both our Year 7 classes have enjoyed a fan-
tastic residential trip to the Priestley Cen-
tre on Coniston Water. We spent the first 
day learning all about the history and geog-
raphy of Coniston through a visit to the 
Ruskin Museum and then a walk around 
the Coppermines Valley. We explored the 
mine tunnels and really imagined what it 
would have been like to be a miner in Con-
iston in the 1800s and how important the 
Coppermines were for the growth of the 
village. We enjoyed a walk across the fell 
and down to the Priestley Centre where we 
had more evening activities and a campfire 
to round off the day.  The second day in-
volved a choice of activities either on the 
lake or abseiling at Tilberthwaite quarry 
before finishing with raft building or more 
team games. A wonderful time was had by 
all and our students were complimented by 
the Priestley Centre staff for their resili-
ence and enthusiasm.  
 

Thanks to the Rawdon Smith Trust for 
generously supporting the financial cost of 
this trip. 
 

Ms Richards, Mrs Lemm, and Mrs Pursell. 
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THE JRS SKI ADVENTURE! 
 
After more than a year of eager anticipation, the 
JRS ski trip finally made its triumphant return! 
It had been five years since the last snowy ad-
venture, and the excitement was palpable. This 
year, we traded our usual ski spots for the beau-
tiful slopes of Arinsal, Andorra—an exhilarating 
new destination. 
 

The journey began in the dark, crisp hours of 
Sunday morning, as parents and students gath-
ered at 5:30 AM on a lay-by along the A590. 
With sleepy eyes but buzzing energy, we em-
barked on a two-hour bus ride to Liverpool Air-
port, a short flight to Barcelona, and finally, an-
other coach trip through winding mountain 
roads to Andorra. By the time we arrived, we 
were tired but thrilled, eager to dive into the ex-
perience. After settling into our rooms and fuel-
ing up with dinner, we received our briefing 
from the ski rep and settled in for the night, 
dreaming of the snowy slopes awaiting us. 
 

Each day was packed with action from sunrise 
to sunset. Mornings kicked off with a hearty 
breakfast before we made the brisk five-minute 
walk to the gondola, which whisked us up to the 
ski centre. There, we met our expert instructors, 
Sergej and David—one leading the fearless be-
ginners and the other guiding the intermediate 
and advanced skiers. The crisp mountain air 
and the thrill of gliding down freshly prepped 
pistes made each three-hour morning session 
exhilarating. Lunch on the mountain provided a 
well-earned break, with a delicious variety of 
food and generous portions to keep our energy 
up. Some students took this time to challenge 
teachers to a game of chess, while others en-
joyed some playful snow games or even taught 
staff the latest TikTok trends! 
 

The afternoons brought more action with an-
other three-hour session, where skills were re-
fined, confidence grew, and friendships flour-
ished. By the end of each day, students returned 
to the hotel, weary but satisfied, ready for an 
evening packed with fun-filled après-ski activi-
ties. Karaoke nights had everyone singing their 
hearts out, dodgeball games turned competitive, 
bowling and trampolining added to the excite-
ment, and a special pizza night gave us a chance 
to unwind and refuel. The highlight? A fiercely 
contested quiz night, where four teams battled 
it out, culminating in a nail-biting sudden-death 
round between Mr. Rawcliffe’s and Mrs. 
Rawlinson’s teams! 
 

As Friday rolled around, we knew our adventure 
was nearing its end, but there was still time for 
one last thrilling morning on the slopes. With 
military precision, we packed our bags the night 
before, ensuring a seamless transition from 
mountain to airport. Special recognition goes to 
the Year 10 boys, who took charge of the boys' 
schedule, ensuring everyone was ahead of time. 
Our transfer back to Barcelona was smooth, 
with most students catching up on much-
needed sleep. At the airport, we had time to ex-
plore duty-free, grab some final snacks, and—
believe it or not—get in a little last-minute 
chemistry and math revision! 
 

As we touched down in the UK, whispers of 
storms had some students nervous, but luck 
was on our side—the worst had passed. At an 
ungodly hour, we finally arrived back at the 
layby on the A590, exhausted but filled with in-
credible memories of an adventure we would 
never forget. 
 

The students were an absolute credit to the 
school and their families, demonstrating resili-
ence, respect, and an unwavering spirit of ad-
venture. In true JRS fashion, they embraced 
every challenge, supported each other, and 
made the trip truly special. 
 
Mrs Rawlinson 
 

“I doubt if any object can be found 
more perfectly beautiful than a fresh, 
deep snowdrift, seen under warm 
light. .”    ― John Ruskin 
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If our bingo night could get any better, then Saturday 1st February was proof that yes, it can.  It 
was another bingo night with hopefuls packing our hall; extra tables having to be added.  
 

As ever, the supporters of the night proved their generosity with amazing house prizes from 
CGP, The Coniston Inn, Grizedale Mountain Bikes, The Sun Inn, The Netherwood, The Yewdale 
and a Windermere Cruise experience. In fact we had so many big prizes we were able to have 
top raffle prizes too from The Langdale Estate, The Green Housekeeper and Sam Read 
Bookseller to name but a few.  
 

The night was brought to life with our bingo caller, Andrew Wilson, who certainly knew his 
“Kelly’s Eye” from his “Doctor’s Orders.” 
 

Our final thanks goes to all the families and friends who donated prizes and attended on the 
night.  A combined effort meant that we raised £2,226. 
 
Mrs Wright 

 
 

The Fundraising Group would just like to say thank you to all families and friends of the 
school who donated cakes or helped make sandwiches. The day was as enjoyable as ever and 
it is always special to chat to so many friendly, if not rather cold, runners. 

The sale of food meant that we raised approximately £2, 690 for the school. 

We would not have had enough cakes if it was not down to some dedicated bakers, especially 
our wonderful caretaker, Mrs Hill, who contributed at least nine cakes.  

Can we also say thank you to Mia in Year 8 who got into a baking frenzy - her heart-shaped 
lemon cake was the star attraction. 

Mrs Wright 

 

CONISTON 14, 2025 

BIG THANK YOUS FROM THE FUNDRAISING GROUP! 

"We are, after all, only trustees of the wealth we 
possess. Without the community and its re-
sources... there would be little wealth for any-
one." ― John Ruskin 

mailto:chocolateworldhawkshead@gmail.com
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SUPPORT WITH EXAMS 
Do you know anyone locally who would make a good Invigilator or Reader for our exam ses-
sions in November, March and for the GCSEs over the summer term? 

Helping with exams support is very beneficial to all our students, particularly those with ac-
cess arrangements, and helps us to maintain a calm and non-stressful environment during a 
stressful period in our students' academic lives. If you do know of someone, please ask them 
to call Steph Bennett, our Exams Officer for a chat on 015394 41306 or contact:                     
admin@jrs.org.uk. 
 

Hourly rate is £12.60 (this rate is SCP2 with a non-contractual pay supplement increasing the 
pay grade to the UK real living wage of £12.60). Full induction & training given. Good literacy 
& numeracy required, plus Enhanced DBS and other pre-recruitment checks to meet Safe-
guarding requirements. All applicants are subject to the requirements of Keeping Children 
Safe in Education guidelines. 

"Quality is never an accident. It is always the result of intelligent 
effort." ― John Ruskin 



Here are some important 

contacts to help keep 

you safe... 
 

 

 

The Samaritans - 116 123 

Childline 0800 11 11 

 Shout - text 85258 

 Mental Health Crisis Team - 0800 953 0110 

PAPYRUS HOPELINEUK 

0800 068 

4141 

Text 07860039967 

Cumbria Safeguarding Children Partnership 

http://www.cumbriasafeguardingchildren.co.uk/ 
 

 

Self-Harm 

What you 

need to 
know 

 

 

Self-Harm Safe 

Plan 

 
How to use QR Code: 

Open the camera app on 

your mobile phone and hover 

over the QR code, the camera 

will scan the code and the link 

will appear on the screen, 

press on the link and you will 

be taken directly to the 

website for support. 

 

KOOTH 

Online counselling and 

emotional well-being 

platform for children and 

young people, accessible 

through mobile, tablet and 

desktop. 

 

 

 

Every Life Matters 

Suicide Safer Cumbria 
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We hope you all have a happy and healthy 
holiday and look forward to seeing you all 
once more in the new term! 
 

Remember: term starts on Tuesday 
22nd April 2025 

 
Many thanks to all who have contributed to 
the Easter issue of the JRS Express. 
 
Please look out for the next edition arriving 
in your inbox at the end of the summer 
term! 
 

John Ruskin School 
Lake Road 
Coniston 
Cumbria 

LA21 8EW  
 

Phone: 015394 41306 / 41411 
 

E-mail: admin@jrs.org.uk 

Help protect our environment by reducing waste - reuse school uniform at the John Ruskin School Uniform Swap 
Shop! 

 
How can you help? 
Send in any uniform items your children have grown out of or no longer need - good quality washed items only 
please. 
 
How can the Swap shop help you? 
You can swap your uniform items for items in our 'Swap Shop' store (if we have the size you need) or receive a 
voucher to collect an item of uniform from the 'Swap Shop' at another time. 
 
Mrs Gaskell 


