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JRS Express

JRS has had the most amazing year. Though school league tables and OF-
STED inspections only represent a small snapshot of what we do at JRS, we
are rightly proud that our performance has been recognised so highly by both
of these national measures. To be the top performing school across the area
and to have that recognised in such a glowing OFSTED report is a credit to the
hard work of all students and staff.

Unusually for the school we have a number of staffing changes this sum-

mer. Mr Rawcliffe is retiring after many years at JRS teaching history and
religious studies. His dedication to his subject; his continued interest in our
students and even his amazing dancing at the Year 11 prom will be sorely
missed. Mr Rawcliffe has taught at numerous secondary schools through out
his 45 years career and we will miss his wisdom, calmness and enthusiasm. We
all hope he has a long, happy and healthy retirement doing all the things he
enjoys. Mrs Tyson in maths is also leaving us and moving on to pastures new
for September. We thank her for her contributions to the maths department
and the extra-curricular endeavours she has provided in maths, for example,
trips and competitions plus regular maths related contributions to form time
reading. Additionally, Miss Bacon who has delivered Year 11 textiles this year,
is returning home to live nearer to family down south. We know that her work
with Year 11 textiles students helped them to create some amazing coursework
pieces. Temporary staff in PE will also be leaving us too and we are grateful to
Mrs Musetti and Mr O'Reilly for all their support over the past year and ensur-
ing that our students have had varied PE experiences and access to local com-
petitions.

We are, as a result, delighted to welcome a number of new teaching staff to the
school. Mrs Saxon will be teaching Mr Rawecliffe's timetable in humanities and
has previously taught English with us. Miss Caisley and Mr Temple will form
the new PE department while Mrs Martin will join us at the end of September
to teach in French. We will also be introducing drama for Year 8 and 9 which
we know will help further develop students' oracy skills whilst also providing a
pathway to the GCSE drama course. Mrs Lemm, who currently teaches geog-
raphy, will combine her roles in school and deliver drama in Year 8 and 9,
whilst Miss Curbishley will continue to deliver the GCSE course to Year 10 and
11.

In September another oversubscribed intake of 50 students will join us in Year
7. Our ability to perform so highly and attract staff and students to the school
is testament to the good word that parents spread about JRS. Thank you, as
always, for your ongoing support and may I wish all our families a fantas-

tic summer break.

Very best wishes

Peter Blackburn
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FORM TIME READING AT JRS

We never stop reading at JRS and this term we have revisited our British Values / United Nations
Hall of Fame with a special quiz competition to test the students' knowledge on their Hall of
Fame entrants and how they represent British Values and the United Nations. It's amazing to
think that over a year ago one form chose Luke Littler (the darts player) for our Hall of Fame and
he was recently given an MBE in the King's Birthday Honour's list 2025 for his services to sport.
Next year we revisit the Hall of Fame again and choose new entrants. Who will the students
choose next time?

As well as factual biographical writing. students have had the pleasure of reading fiction too!
However, this term, we celebrated some of our amazing Year 11 students and read short stories
that they had written - well done to Anita, Sophie , Jack and Lousia - from slugs to auditions;
cake baking to harvesting raisins, there was a story for everyone! It's wonderful to think that Year
11 can create such inspiring fiction.

The final form time reading we completed linked to summer themed art and students looked at /
discussed different paintings and photographs, thinking about what had inspired different artists.
A big thank you to Mrs Farquhar for suggesting various artists! We looked at images created by
Chat GPT, examples of famous paintings being recreated as photographs and even a suitcase
packed in the style of a Mondrian painting!

Mr Walker

ACCELERATED READER

It’s been another successful year of
Accelerated Reading in School with
students industriously reading and
quizzing.

Students who performed particularly We may be breaking up for the summer, but we’re also
well, and passed a particularly high getting excited about the new school year and preparing

number of quizzes (all within their with Matilda auditions! What a talented cast and crew we
allocated zone of proximity) were: have eager to start creating some magic.
g(e)orgle, T, 197, T £l Save the dates - Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th De-
1y cember 2025.
!
Well done all! Ms Curbishley
Mrs Wright

Accelerated
.Reader-




and excited our taste buds.

Ms Curbishley

FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION NEAS

An incredible year of food discovery where the chefs planned meals for nutritional needs and ex-
plored food science investigations. The creativity and precision of dishes along with analysis and
evaluation of results had been inspiring. Students each found their own interest and flare expand-
ing their skills to a professional level. Thank you all for the aromas that have filled the corridors

“Great art, whether expressing itself in
words, colours, or stones, does not say
the same thing over and over again.”
— John Ruskin

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY NEAS

After months of research, designing,
planning, manufacturing and evaluation,
the Y11 pratical work is complete. The
sheer variety and innovation of ideas
across both timber and textiles has been
remarkable. The students embarked on
their chosen tasks with enthusiasm and
professionalism which has resulted in
high quality, marketable products.

A huge congratulations to all students
under the guidance of Mr Stacey and
Miss Bacon.

Ms Curbishley

SIMON ROGAN ACADEMY

Some of our aspirational future chefs were fortu-
nate enough to attend the Simon Rogan Academy
open day at L’enclume, the renowned Michelin
star restaurant in Cartmel. The students were
greeted with a Meadow mocktail and served cana-
pés by the current cohort of apprentices including
mushroom parfait, bread broth and a variety of
unique cheeses.

Due to their passion and mature responses they
were also interviewed by BBC North West for a
scheduled feature on recruitment in rural commu-
nities. Lots of inspiration to take back to the JRS
kitchens.

Ms Curbishley




MATHS
The maths department has had a busy spring/summer season starting off with the UKMT Inter-

mediate Challenge featuring 20 students spanning Years 9 to 11 and later in the year the Junior
Challenge with 20 more students in Years 7 and 8.

The UKMT challenges are aimed at top mathematical thinkers and problem solvers. Participants
take on a difficult non calculator exam which aims to stretch and challenge.

In March we had fun celebrating Pi-Day with activities including ding-bats, piems and Pi-Art.

In April I had the pleasure of taking two teams to the Year 10 Mathsfeast, here we competed
against a wide range of schools in a maths competition testing logic, communication and team-
work. We raised our aspirations with a university tour and saw how maths could be incorporated
into our future career paths.

During June it was My Money Week, here we improved our financial literacy and learned about
Money Mules.

Mrs Tyson

“Education is a work to be done in kindness, by watching, by warning, by
praise, but above all - by example.” — John Ruskin

YEAR 7 BIKEABILITY LEVEL 3 CYCLE TRAINING

This training was offered to Year 7 students this year. The training develops skills for cycling on
complex, busy or fast roads and junctions sometimes with heavy traffic
and includes the core functions for safe and responsible cycling:

eMaking good and frequent observations
eCommunicating intensions clearly to others

¢Choosing and maintaining the most suitable riding position

eUnderstanding priorities on the road, particularly at junctions

The following students took part and passed successfully with high praise from the lead instruc-
tors:

Teddy, Seb, Lilla, Kyron, Kaleb, Jacob, Jacob, Henry, Hannah, Connor, Brook, Ben, and Zac.
Well done everyone!
Mrs Walker




to be a very popular activity.

Mrs Musetti

PE DEPARTMENT NEWS

We have taken advantage of the dry sunny weather this term and all students have undertaken a
comprehensive programme of Athletics in PE lessons this term, practicing all the different track
and field events with much success and building towards Sports Day on July 11th. Rounders con-
tinues to be a popular summer activity across all years and (exciting news) thanks to Mrs Hill we
have resurrected the old Tennis nets and purchased some new short handled rackets. We are de-
lighted that students are enjoying tennis in their PE lessons and playing at lunchtime is proving

“When love and skill work together,
expect a masterpiece.”
— John Ruskin

YEAR 7 ATHLETICS

On Wednesday June 25th a strong team of Athletes
from Year 7 travelled to The Lakes School in Win-
dermere to take part in the South Lakes Schools
Year 7 District Trials. Representing JRS the stu-
dents were in a team competition against other
schools in the district including The Lakes, Kirkbie
Kendal, Queen Katherine, QES Kirkby Lonsdale,
Dallam and Settlebeck.

We have not had the results of the overall team
standings yet but we were very pleased with the
high level performance and attitude of every stu-
dent who participated.

On an individual level, students who came in the
top two in each event were invited to represent
South Lakes Schools at the full Cumbria County
event at Sheepmount stadium in Carlisle on July
8th. We were delighted that two of our students
came first in three events going on to compete at
Carlisle: Tedi-Ray came first place in the 100m fi-
nal with a powerful run and Beth came a blistering
first place in the girls' 200m, the 100 m relay and
the long jump! (see the update in the next article)

Brook was second in the boys 200m heat; Amelia
was first in her heat of the 200m and Chloe was
fourth place in the javelin, with an impressive
throw of 12 m.

Our girls relay A team made up of Abbey, Isla,
Freya and Beth also came first overall, beating all
the other schools by 50m-a truly amazing perfor-
mance which had all the teachers and JRS students
cheering and shouting like mad!

Mrs Musetti

CUMBRIA COUNTY
ATHLETICS: CARLISLE, JULY
8TH

Tedi and Beth performed fantastically at
Carlisle: Beth came first both in the Year 7
girls long jump and Year 7 girls 200 metres
A final and Tedi-Ray came second in the
Year 7 boys 100 metres A final, helping the
South Lakes come second overall out of the
six districts. Incredible achievements by
both students, well done!

Mrs Musetti




YEAR 8 YOUNG FIREFIGHTER COURSE
2025

This course included: effective communica-
tion, team problem solving, health and safety,
basic first aid, basic firefighting, hose and pump
drills, safe ladder climbing, basic RTC aware-
ness, search and rescue techniques and commu-
nity Safety. Students were expected to complete
many practical drills and activities to experience
the role of being a firefighter.

Due to limited spaces on the course the students
were tasked with writing a formal letter of ap-
plication stating why they would like to take
part on the course and what skills they have to
put forward.

Here is a snapshot from successful candidates’
application letters: |

“Every great person is always being

1 C:'m a very community minded young helped by everybody; for their gift is to
person get good out of all things and all per-

‘I am responsible, dedicated and willing sons.” — John Ruskin

tolearn”

‘The idea of being part of a team that
protects people and keeps the communi- | HEART OF ULVERSTON

ty safe really motivates me’ AWARDS: TEACHER OF THE YEA

‘T have always admired the bravery and
talent of firefighters’ and the role they
play in keeping the community safe’

Isabel, Mia, Jasmine, Gretel, Jude, Hannah,
Zoe, Anders, Jack, Noah, Archie, William,
George, Leon and Jenson were successfully se-
lected to take part in this year’s Young Firefight-
ers’ course and showed resilience and dedica-
tion during the week and due to their positive
commitment throughout the week, students
highlighted their skill and knowledge during
their passing out parade.

Well done to all who took part.

Mrs Walker

Congratulations to former John Ruskin School
pupil James Maher (2002-2007) who was
named Teacher of The Year at the Heart of Ul-
verston Awards back in May. It’s always in-
credible to see the amazing successes of former
pupils - well done James!

Mr Walker




CAREERS - YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE

The second week in June saw our
entire Year 10 cohort out of school
for their week of work experience.

Each student had to secured their
own placement, considering their
interests, future dreams, and of
course the more mundane but cru-
cial aspect of transport. Once
again, students embraced the op-
portunity, working for the week
across a wide range of sectors, with
placements across Westmorland
1 and Furness, and as far north as

-1 Whitehaven.

During the week, JRS school staff
headed out to visit our students in the world of work — a really enjoyable task for all. It is al-
ways a pleasure to make these visits and see how happy and settled our students are in the work
place after only a few days. Employers were very happy across the board with the initiative
shown by our students and their ability to communicate confidently. My own day of visits took
me from BAE in Barrow to Sellafield’s Centre of Excellence in Cleator Moor, via Muncaster Cas-
tle, Eskdale and Whitehaven, to visit students learning about engineering, fencing, grounds
maintenance, social value projects and how to work with birds of prey.

A highlight for me is also reviewing the students Work Experience booklets. This year students
kept a diary and also reflected on how our school values are relevant to the workplace. Employ-
ers also wrote their report at the end of the week, and it was a privilege again to read these
glowing references: our students have once again been an absolute credit both to us and to

themselves throughout this process.

Mrs Tennant

"Pleasure comes through toil, and not by
self indulgence and indolence. When one
gets to love work, their life is a happy
one." — John Ruskin

BE READY FOR YOUR FUTURE!

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

On Time: First Time, Every Time

Which CIRCLE are you in?

91%- \ 89%-
90% / 88%

PERSISTENT ABSENTEE ]—'




OUTDOOR LEARNING

Summer is here which means outdoor learn-
ing is in full swing at JRS. We had a fabulous
time on Coniston Water with Year 8 com-
pleting a canoe journey with lots of jumping
in the water!

The students showed fantastic resilience,
teamwork and great humour throughout and
were complimented by the outdoor instruc-
tors for being brilliant young people to work
with.

Ms Richards

The D of E award continues its success at
JRS. 34 Year 9 students have now completed
their bronze expedition and, as I am writing
this, 18 Year 10 students are about to depart
on their silver expedition in the Yorkshire
Dales.

It is fantastic

to see the stu-
dents put all
their outdoor
learning skills
into action
and have a
great time
camping out
and navigating
their way in
their groups.

Well done to
all!

Ms Richards

"Nature is painting for us, day after day, pictures of infinite beauty
if only we have the eyes to see them. " — John Ruskin

We visited many parts of the city and com-
pleted environment surveys, footfall counts
and questionnaires.

One lady who completed a questionnaire in
Lancaster even phoned JRS to compliment
our students on their maturity and conduct
in Lancaster - well done to all involved!

Ms Richards

The Year 10 geographers completed their hu-
man fieldwork with a study day in Lancaster.




- '~ Here are some important
contacts to help keep

- o

you safe...

(™ The Samaritans - 116 12
(® Childline 0800 11 11

¢+9 Shout - text 85258

M Mental Health Crisis Team - 0800 953 0110

PAPYRUS HOPELINEUK
™ 0800 068 (-9 Text 07860039967
4141

Cumbria Safeguarding Children Partnership
http://www.cumbriasafeguardingchildren.co.uk/

Self-Harm
What you Self-Harm Safe
need to | Plan

know

How to use QR Code:
Open the camera app o

be taken directly to the
website for support.

Online counselling and
|/ emotional well-being
7/ platform for children and

young people, accessible
through mobile, tablet and
desktop.



the

form
awap shop

Help protect our environment by reducing waste - reuse school uniform at the John Ruskin School Uniform Swap
Shop!

How can you help?

Send in any uniform items your children have grown out of or no longer need - good quality washed items only

please.

How can the Swap shop help you?

You can swap your uniform items for items in our 'Swap Shop' store (if we have the size you need) or receive a

voucher to collect an item of uniform from the 'Swap Shop' at another time.

Mrs Gaskell

John Ruskin School
Lake Road
Coniston
Cumbria
LA21 SEW

Phone: 015394 41306 / 41411

E-mail: admin@jrs.org.uk

We hope you all have a happy and healthy
holiday and look forward to seeing you all
once more in the new term!

Remember: term starts on Wednes-

day 3rd September (Years 7 and 11

only) and then Thursday 4th Septem-
ber (all years)

Many thanks to all who have contributed to
the Summer issue of the JRS Express.

Please look out for the next edition arriving
in your inbox at the end of the autumn
term!




