JRS Express

The resilience and hard work of our students is a key element to our
success at JRS. It is through their (and your) support that we have
climbed our way from 12th out of 20 schools locally in the attendance
league tables in December, to now being 6th. Our new Year 7 showed
resilience on their residential recently, particularly those that experi-
enced the more challenging weather! Year 10 were complemented re-
cently by a number of the external staff that supported them during
their mock exams for their hard work and behaviour and Year 11's at-
tendance at their after school revision sessions has been excellent as
they put their very best effort into preparing for the May exams.

I took the opportunity a few weeks ago to attend a regional conference
on some of the national changes coming the way of all schools. The
education landscape is experiencing significant transformation. The
government's White Paper has introduced sweeping reforms including
a new tiered SEND framework, revised performance measures, and a
strengthened focus on inclusion—now a separately graded area under
Ofsted's 2025 inspection framework. Additionally, curriculum changes
are on the horizon, with new 'oracy frameworks' coming into effect
which I hope will recognise how much work we have already done on
this at JRS and how confident our students are to show their oracy
skills in lessons and assemblies.

At John Ruskin School, we recognise these national changes represent
important opportunities to enhance our provision. However, true to our
school vision of 'Be Resilient', we're approaching these reforms with
careful consideration rather than hasty implementation.

We're pleased that we already perform highly in many areas now under
scrutiny. Rather than rushing to overhaul systems that are working,
we're taking a measured approach: critically evaluating all available
information and identifying where genuine improvements can be made.
This reflects our commitment to being resilient—not resistant to
change, but thoughtful and strategic in how we implement it.

The reforms won't take full effect until 2029-2030, giving us valuable
time to prepare thoroughly. We'll keep you informed as we develop our
response, ensuring any changes we make genuinely enhance the educa-
tion your children already receive.

Wishing you the very best for the Easter break

Mr P Blackburn
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CONSULTATION ON HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT

Westmorland and Furness are asking for your views on a new home to school transport arrange-
ments. If you live within this area and wish to view the documents and respond please use the
links below:

https://www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/your-council/have-your-say/ongoing-
consultations/home-school-transport-policy-changes-consultation

Mr Blackburn

“Education is the leading of human souls to what is best, and
making what is best out of them.” — John Ruskin

MATHS CHALLENGE
On the 19th of January, a group of voluntary students from years 9 and 11 took part in the
Intermediate UK Maths Challenge, issued by the UK Maths Trust. It lasted an hour, and in
that time we sat in complete silence, answered the questions we were able to, without a cal-
culator or ruler, just a pencil and rubber.

The paper was compiled of levelled questions, aimed at year 11 students, designed to test our
logic, problem solving and arithmetic skills. We participated in this task and enjoyed the
challenge it offered, especially the cognitive involvement it offered.

From those that completed the challenge, Amelie in Year 11 got a silver certificate, and Char-
lotte in Year 9 got a bronze certificate.

Because we found the challenge exciting, here are a few of the puzzles from the paper, that
you may try. Overall, having liked this experience, we recommend you have a go at it your-
self (answers on page 10!).

Charlotte, Jenson and Jacob.

1. Which of these has the largest value?

1+2 1 +2+3 Ll +24+3+4 | +243+44+5
A 2 P 3 & 4 5
E 1+2+34+4445+6
&
2. What time will it be 2026 minutes after 20:26 on Monday?
A 06:12 on Tuesday B 16:12 on Tuesday C 20:12 on Tuesday
D 06:12 on Wednesday E 20:12 on Wednesday

10. A triangle has sides in the ratio 5 : 5 : 6 and area 108 cm?.
What is the length, in cm, of the longest side of the triangle?

A 15 B I8 | D 24 E 7
11. In the addition shown, the digits C, I, K, M. T and U/ represent different digits. UKMT
Moot @ - : *1I1MC
What is the valuc of T+ 1 + C + K7 50 2 6

A B 15 C 16 D 25
E More information needed




CONVERSATIONS ABOUT BOOKS

As part of their Accelerated Reader lessons, we asked Year 77 students to have a book related con-
versation about their favourite Accelerated Reader book. Students had to structure their conversa-
tion around:

eAn important character (and three adjectives to describe them)
eAn important setting

¢A big idea or theme in the book that made them think

eThe reason why they liked it and would recommend it

Here are some of the books students had their conversations about — all these titles are available
in the library:

eAfter the War: From Auschwitz to Ambleside — Tom Palmer

eMy Best Friend and Other Enemies — Catherine Wilkins

o] Am Rebel — Ross Montgomery

eHorrid Henry: Mega Mean Time Machine / The Mummy Curse — Francesca Simon

eBunny vs Monkey — Bunny Bonanza — Jamie Smart

eThe Angel of Grasmere — Tom Palmer

eDiary of a Wimpy Kind — Rodrick Rules — Jeff Kinney

eThe 52 Storey Treehouse — Andy Griffiths

This term Year 77 have finished the novel Two Weeks with the Queen by Morris Gleitzman and
started Journey Back to Freedom (the Olaudah Equiano Story) and Year 8 have read Pale by Chris
Wooding. This, in addition to the access all students have on The Day website, means there are
ways for students to access fiction and non-fiction texts at home and at JRS.

Mr Walker

“Books are divided into two classes, the books of the hour and the books of
all time.” — John Ruskin

YEAR 7 RESIDENTIAL TRIPS - down off the fell to the Priestley Centre where

PRIESTLEY CENTRE we had delicious food and more fun evening
activities.

Both our Year 7 classes have enjoyed a fantas- ) _ o

tic residential trip to the Priestley Centre on The second day involved a choice of activities

Coniston Water with contrasting weather ex-  €ither on the lake or ghyll scrambling up

periences. Stickle Ghyll before finishing with more team

games and orienteering.

We spent the first day learning all about the )
history and geography of Coniston througha A wonderful time was had by all and our stu-

visit to the Ruskin Museum and then a walk dents were complimented by the Priestley
around the Coppermines Valley. Centre staff for their resilience and enthusi-
asm.

We explored the mine tunnels and really im-

agined what it would have been like to be a Thanks to the Rawdon Smith Trust for gener-

miner in Coniston in the 1800s and how im- ously sup-
portant the coppermines and the old railway ~ Porting the
were for the growth of the village. financial .
cost of this
We enjoyed a walk through the glaciated Cop- 1P
permines Valley, spotting glacial features that )
Ms Richards

we have studied in school, and then dropped




DOVE COTTAGE

On Friday 27th February, Year 7 made their annual visit to Dove Cottage as part of their poetry
unit.

Having studied William Wordsworth’s poem about ice skating as a child, we got to see where and
how he lived for many years.

As part of our visit we spent time touring Dove Cottage; had a look round the museum (even get-
ting a chance to see a pair of Wordsworth’s actual ice skates), and retraced the creative wander-
ings of Wordsworth and his sister, Dorothy, as we explored part of the coffin trail that ran up be-
hind their cottage. We also had the opportunity to complete a workshop looking at where Words-
worth gained inspiration for one of his most famous poems: Daffodils.

Once back at school, there was still time to turn our thoughts from the day into poems inspired by
Wordsworth and nature.

Mrs Ribchester i N

“The poetry of Nature; it is that which uplifts the spirit
within us.” — John Ruskin

Here’s a particularly fantastic poem by Michael:

Nature’s Poison

The lifeless rocks show so much liveliness rocking and rolling in the wind,

They are almost colourless: grey, tinted with blue, orange,

green, brown.

Some have a coat of dark moss like a sheep.

Nature’s malt of dead bracken covers the ground,

green grass hiding in beige ferns. Hay has home in the

fields.
Water flowing reflecting the sky above, grey as the monstrous clouds above.

Running, falling, crashing! nothing to wait for, no reason to stop.

Reaching for the sky,
standing with confidence,
once lit up with green

now frail and brown in groups for yards and hours

poisoned by humanity.




YEAR 8 ACCELERATED READER — NEW WHOLE CLASS TEXT!

As part of their Accelerated Reader lessons, students in Year 8 read a class reader alongside their
Accelerated Reader text. The value of shared reading — discussing the text; making predictions
and linking back to the texts the students are reading themselves is always valuable. This year we
finished Asha and the Spirit Bird by Jasbinder Bilan which is set in the Himalayas and we have
introduced a new class reader for 2026 — Pale by Chris Wooding. After finishing the text, we
asked students why they thought they had read Pale and what big ideas the text got them to think
about:

Alice : ‘I think we read Pale so that we understand prejudice better
and know that racism is wrong. How someone looks is not a way to
judge their personality. When Jed was ‘normal’ he would torture
and ridicule Pales but when he becomes a Pale, he faces the same

pain...’
|
Freya: I think reading Pale has taught me about society and things F2 =%~ .
like racism and prejudice. When Jed becomes a Pale he starts to get
treated differently. Pale also reminds me of the book The Boy in the e
Striped Pyjamas because of how people are often put into groups i
by society — for example, Pales and Jewish people.’ <~
Marcel: ‘We read Pale because it teaches us life lessons — we (‘9
shouldn’t judge someone by their skin colour — everyone is equal. /
Jed was friends with Sadie, Kyle and the twins but when he turned 3 / L,
into a Pale, they started treating him differently.’ )
Mr Walker
JOHN RUSKIN SCHOOL-FUNDRAISING GROUP.
As we approach Easter we would just like to say “thank you” to
~ everyone who has helped in any way to support us in raising mon-
Z B | for the school; whether that was volunteering your time, donat-
ST S‘J\k/ ing a prize or baking a cake.
< . . . .
78 %) AN Both Bingo and Coniston 14 were a great success this year which
0 P "R means we have restored our funds after our last contribution to
' / the students which was £8,500; this money helped provide land-
K‘ 4 scaping and seating for our students at the rear of the school. Our
Mo/ next mission? It would be really nice to help to fund some sort of
covered area for our students who prefer to be outside at break
but contributing money towards repairing the tennis courts may
take priority.
Mrs Wright
LIBRARY CORNER
A PLEA - It is this time of year where we all love a spring clean, so,
on that note, if there are any library books hidden away in the cor-

ner of a bedroom, please could they be returned to school after the
holidays. We loan books on a ‘trust’ basis-if every student had one
book squirrelled away that could be 250 books that are not on the
library shelves. There is no penalty for an overdue book, just our
gratitude that someone else can read it.

Equally, book donations are always welcome, especially if they are affiliated with the Accelerated
Reader programme (this can easily be checked on line).

Mrs Wright




JOHN RUSKIN SCHOOL CELEBRATES THE NATIONAL YEAR OF
READING BY GIVING ALL STUDENTS FREE ACCESS TO THE DAY

IH-DAY

REAL WORLD LITERACY

At John Ruskin School we have always
sought new and innovative ways to support
students reading for pleasure both in and
outside of school. This term students have
been made aware of free access to a website
called The Day which enables them to ac-
cess non-fiction texts of their choice on sub-
jects that interest them. We did a launch as-
sembly at the start of term and then students
have accessed The Day during form time
and in lessons. Year 11 have found it an ex-
cellent source for revision!

Here is some more information about The
Day and how to access it — perhaps if you
have a moment over the Easter holidays, you
could take a look at the wealth of non-
literary reading material your child now has
access to!

What is The Day?

The Day is a credible, balanced news publi-
cation with daily student-friendly articles
about current affairs and issues that affect
teenagers which can be accessed on the in-
ternet — at school and at home.

Why has JRS decided to invest in The
Day?

Reading the news regularly helps young people
engage with global events and stay informed
about major stories. The Day connects news to
curriculum subjects, keeping education rele-
vant, engaging, and enriching students' under-
standing of the world.

Sometimes, students struggle to find the right
fiction texts to ignite their passion for reading
and parents / carers worry about how they can
support their children with reading at home.
The Day is a great resource for students to ac-
cess in school and outside of school as all the
reading materials are on their website!

The Day is a safe platform as it does not have
links to other websites, meaning that when stu-
dents log in to read articles, they can’t be di-
rected elsewhere. The articles are all written by
journalists working for newspapers across the
globe and uploaded to The Day on a daily ba-
sis. Students can read about things in the news
or search for articles linked to the curriculum or
their particular interests — for example, sport,
music, nature, wellbeing — the list is endless...

"There is no wealth but life. Life, including all its powers of love, of joy, and

of admiration.” — John Ruskin

How will The Day help students?

passion, and help students find their voice.

tal world with confidence.

The Day boosts reading skills, extends vocabulary, and sparks discussions this should help pro-
mote thoughtful conversation both in school and at home. The Day will be used by teachers in
lessons and during form time. We believe The Day will help students build confidence, ignite

Every resource from The Day is carefully curated for young minds — credible, inclusive, and
adaptable to meet the needs of every student. The Day empowers students to navigate the digi-




JOHN RUSKIN SCHOOL CELEBRATES THE NATIONAL YEAR OF
READING BY GIVING ALL STUDENTS FREE ACCESS TO THE DAY

How do students log in to The Day at school and at home?

Students log in to The Day using the links below — each KS3 class has a different log in and Year
10 and Year 11 have separate log ins too so that we can monitor how often students access the
site. Students have also been given this log in information in school and it’s on their school desk-
top. The links here can be cut and pasted into your web browser in order to access The Day at
home:

7BT - www.theday.co.uk/?id=B684A43D-27BD-49FA-9752-C376 C3FA2CC4
7TH - www.theday.co.uk/?id=BB56AB0F-0660-49AD-BB91-257113D9CD64

8BT - www.theday.co.uk/?id=228F1D5D-AEA3-4AE7-BoF6-C56 ACD33BA24
8TH - www.theday.co.uk/?id=45631B83-A2C6-4DA1-8FqQE-C2E33E7552DB

9BT - www.theday.co.uk/?id=8DE84705-ACF0-49E8-9099-6B78 E6EQ28AE
9TH - www.theday.co.uk/?id=75C7843B-C35E-46E2-BD71-4F6A19F04C8B

Year 10 - www.theday.co.uk/?id=57E26F54-F3A3-4B98-A549-B8FFB0oC5C2F1

Year 11 - www.theday.co.uk/?id=9oFE85D7-F8C6-4C82-A87E-87F6E033D77C

We are excited to see how The Day will support all students with their reading; their academic
studies and their understanding of the world around them - it feels fitting that we are investing
in The Day during the National Year of Reading.

If you are interested in different ways to support your child’s reading at home — lots of additional
information can be found by clicking the link below from The National Literacy Trust. They have
the motto ‘Go All In’ and there is a wealth of free resources and ideas available on the site about
creating a reading culture at home.

https:

literacytrust.org.uk/about-us/national-year-of-reading-2026

If you would like any further information about The Day, please feel free to contact either Mrs

Whiteley or Mr Walker in school.

Mr Walker

IHEDAY

REAL WORLD LITERACY



http://www.theday.co.uk/?id=B684A43D-27BD-49FA-9752-C376C3FA2CC4
http://www.theday.co.uk/?id=BB56AB0F-0660-49AD-BB91-257113D9CD64
http://www.theday.co.uk/?id=228F1D5D-AEA3-4AE7-B9F6-C56ACD33BA24
http://www.theday.co.uk/?id=45631B83-A2C6-4DA1-8F9E-C2E33E7552DB
http://www.theday.co.uk/?id=8DE84705-ACF0-49E8-9099-6B78E6E928AE
http://www.theday.co.uk/?id=75C7843B-C35E-46E2-BD71-4F6A19F04C8B
http://www.theday.co.uk/?id=57E26F54-F3A3-4B98-A549-B8FFB0C5C2F1
http://www.theday.co.uk/?id=90FE85D7-F8C6-4C82-A87E-87F6E033D77C
https://literacytrust.org.uk/about-us/national-year-of-reading-2026/

FOOD

It has been a busy term across KS4 Food Prepa-
ration and Nutrition with research, trials, plan-
ning and an arras of high quality dishes. The
industry trends and focus on balances meals is
certainly coming through.

A special mention to Belle who represented JRS
at the local round of The Young Rotary Chef
competition.

Ms Curbishley

DRAMA

Well that’s a wrap! Another year of KS4 final
performances went smoothly and I'm glad to
say - dramatically. Two extracts chosen from
Around the World in 80 Days (adapted by

Laura Eason) and Shakers (by John Godber).

Absolutely fantastic characterisations from the
actors with really inventive set designers who
used inspiring quotes, thought provoking pro-
jections and even an Elephant with a moving
trunk. Looking forward to watching the space
where these students are concerned.

Ms Curbishley

.' : . _’
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KENDAL ROTARY DESIGN AND
TECHNOLOGY COMPETITION

This term, a group of 16 students ranging from
Year 8 to Year 10 had a chance to take part in
the Kendal Rotary design and technology com-
petition. Working in groups of 4 students com-
peted to create a remote control buggy that was
able to push debris down a tunnel. With lim-
ited materials, the students work together to
create their designs, including switches con-
structed from drawing pins. They did a fantas-
tic job representing the school and showed ex-
cellent communication and teamwork skills.

Mr Stacey




INTER HOUSE COMPETITION

On Wednesday 21st and Thursday 22nd January the PE department and our Sports Ambassadors
organised an Inter House Table Tennis competition. With over 80 students playing very competi-
tive games it was an amazing atmosphere. In KS3 Brantwood scored 159 points but Thurston
were triumphant with 282 points, however the reverse was true in KS4 with Brantwood on 216
and Thurston managing 155 points. We look forward to another chance to add to the totals in the
Spring term. Well done to everyone who competed for their house.

Ms Caisley

NETBALL
On Wednesday 28th January the Year 7 and 8 Net-
ball team travelled to The Lakes School in Winder-
mere for their first game of the new year. By the
second quarter the team were leading 5-1 with
Chloe and Elise dominating in the circle. Tiredness
began to show in the third quarter, and a lack of
focus led to the opposition bringing the score back
to 5-3. Meaning the final quarter was tense, howev-
er, Chloe and Elise again, with pinpoint accuracy,
netted a further two goals meaning a JRS win 7-4.

We play our final game of the season against Cart-
mel on Wednesday 11th March; let’s hope we can
continue our winning streak.

Ms Caisley

YOUNG VOICES

Young Voices was amazing! We all loved it! It was
an amazing experience being part of the biggest
children’s choir in the world. It was one of a kind.

On the day, we travelled down to Manchester on a
bus (everyone was singing). When we got to the Co-
op arena you walk in and the sound hits you like
nothing else. Thousands of children gathered in an
arena to sing.

The first thing we did when we got there was to
have a full run through to practice all of the tricky
parts of the songs. After this we had tea and the
parents started to arrive. The real thing was so
cool, we all loved it and lots of us lost our voices
from singing and shouting so loud. The atmosphere
was great and so was the dancing.

Thank you to all the teachers who organised and
ran the trip, we really enjoyed it.

CROSS COUNTRY

On 21st January Mrs Walker took five
of our budding Cross Country stars to
Cartmel to compete in the Cross Coun-
try Championships.

Peter and Lola had amazing races, com-
ing third and eleventh retrospectively
therefore they qualified to represent
Cumbria in the Northern Schools Cross
County Championships on Saturday 7th
February. At this very competitive event
Peter came 4th and Lola 12th and
therefore they now progress to the Na-
tional Schools’ Cross Country Champi-
onships on Saturday 21st March.

On the day of the National Schools’
Cross Country Championships, both
Peter and Lola turned out really com-
mitted performances.

Lola had a great race, coming

2nd Cumbrian girl back. She ran the 3k
in 11mins 53 - such an achievement!
Year 7 Cumbrian girls were 5th overall.

Peter’s contribution helped the Year 7
Cumbrian boys team achieve 3rd place
overall which is amazing!

Well done both students we are im-
mensely proud.

Ms Caisley
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MATHS CHALLENGE: THE ANSWERS

i : . 3 f 10 5 15

The values of the expressions are, respectively, 5 = 1{—.: 3= 2, 7t 2{—.: 5 = 3
21 7 1+2+3+445+6 :

— = = = 33. Therefore Ce T T e gremest

G 2 6
As 2026 = 60 = 33 remainder 46, 2026 minutes is equal to 33 hours 46 minutes, that is | day, 9
hours and 46 minutes. Therefore at 2026 minutes after 20:26 on Monday it will be 9 hours 46
minutes after 20:26 on Tuesday, that is 46 minutes after 05:26 on Wednesday.

50 the required time is (6:12 on Wednesday.

Let the lengths of the sides of the triangle. in cm. be 5x, 5x and by,
The diagram shows that this triangle may be divided into two con-
gruent right-angled triangles which have base 3x and hypolenuse
5x. Therefore, these are both 3,4, 5" triangles and the perpendicular
height of the original tangle is 4,

3x 3z

2 I .
The area of the given triangle is 108 cm=. Hence = % 6x % 4x = 108. So 12¢ = 108, that is

x* =9, Therefore, as x is positive, x = 3 and the h:ng?h. in ¢m, of the longest side of the triangle
is . that is 15,

First note that the units, tens and hundeeds columns all imvolve the addition of

UKMT
two single digits and therefore any carried digit from one column o another 1s FIMC
at most 1. As K and 1 represent different digits, K + 1 2 0. Therefore, in the >0 2 6

hundreds column, K + | + any carry is equal to 10. Hence there is a carry of |
from the hundreds column to the thousands column and we can deduce that
Um2=1=1.

There cannot be a carry of 1 from the units column to the tens column as that would result in an
odd number of tens when added to M + M. So we candeduce that T+ C=6and M+ M =2 or
M+ M= 12, that is M = | or M = 6. However, the letters all represent different digits and U = 1,
s0 M = 6. Hence there is a carry of 1 from the tens column (o the hundreds column and we can
therefore deduce that K + 1= 10- 1 =9,

S50T+1+C+K=(T+C)+(K+1)=6+9=15

How did you do?!

10




- '~ Here are some important
contacts to help keep

- o

you safe...

(™ The Samaritans - 116 12
(® Childline 0800 11 11

¢+9 Shout - text 85258

M Mental Health Crisis Team - 0800 953 0110

PAPYRUS HOPELINEUK
™ 0800 068 (-9 Text 07860039967
4141

Cumbria Safeguarding Children Partnership
http://www.cumbriasafeguardingchildren.co.uk/

Self-Harm
What you Self-Harm Safe
need to | Plan

know

How to use QR Code:
Open the camera app o

be taken directly to the
website for support.

Online counselling and
|/ emotional well-being
7/ platform for children and

young people, accessible
through mobile, tablet and
desktop.



the

form
awap shop

Help protect our environment by reducing waste - reuse school uniform at the John Ruskin School Uniform Swap
Shop!

How can you help?
Send in any uniform items your children have grown out of or no longer need - good quality washed items only

please.

How can the Swap Shop help you?
You can swap your uniform items for items in our 'Swap Shop' store (if we have the size you need) or receive a
voucher to collect an item of uniform from the 'Swap Shop' at another time.

Mrs Gaskell
John Ruskin School We hope you all have a happy and healthy
el Seri holiday and look forward to seeing you all
Coniston once more in the new term!
Liumg;:lsv Remember: term starts on Monday
= 13th April for all students
Phone: 015394 41306 / 41411 Many thanks to all who have contributed to

the Easter issue of the JRS Express.
E-mail: admin@jrs.org.uk
Please look out for the next edition arriving
in your inbox at the end of the summer
oSEIv o term!




