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A SUMMER TERM TO REMEMBER!

WHAT AN ABSOLUTELY BRILLIANT SUMMER TERM WE'VE HAD AT JRS!

Our students have truly shone this term, demonstrating our school values in action:
eYear 11 showed incredible maturity as they tackled their GCSEs with determination — we're so proud of how they were
Ready for Their Future
eYear 10 embraced the opportunity to Be You through their diverse work experience placements
eYear 9 demonstrated remarkable Resilience on their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expedition, battling rain and gusty winds
with brilliant spirit
eYear 8 were absolute stars at the Green Careers Day, impressing organisers so much that we were described as the mumber
1 school’ — a testament to how our students Be Valued in everything they do
eYear 77 deserve enormous respect for completing their first year at JRS and making such a positive impact already — you
should all Be Respected for how brilliantly you've settled in!

Well done to every single student for making JRS the amazing school that it is.

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENDANCE SUPPORT

I'm delighted to share some news about attendance. Thanks to your efforts and commitment this term, we've climbed from
8th to 3rd place in our local league tables — what an achievement! Even more impressively, we're now the top-performing
school in our area with the lowest level of students with persistent absence.

I know the daily effort this represents, particularly for families travelling long distances to reach us, and I'm truly grateful. As we
head into the new academic year, please do continue to contact us on the first day of any absence — it makes such a difference to
our records and helps us support your children effectively.

LOOKING AHEAD TO SEPTEMBER

I wanted to let you know that from September, I'll be supporting another local school in addition to my role across JRS and
Coniston CofE Primary. This means I won't be on site every day, but please rest assured that the school will continue to run
smoothly. If you need to get in touch about anything important, please email admin@jrs.org.uk and the team will ensure it's
dealt with promptly.

WE ARE SAYING A FOND FAREWELL TO TWO MEMBERS OF STAFF THIS SUMMER

Mr Stather has been a fixture at JRS for many years, basing himself in the DT department where his passion for crafting has in-
spired generations of JRS students. His calm patience with students in the workshop and the fact one form chose him to be on a
JRS bank note is a testament to how he has been respected and valued by students at JRS over decades. At events like the Big
Picnic he has been the back marker, making sure no student walks alone and he has always been on hand to fix lockers and make
things to support numerous members of staff, including handcrafted Secret Santa gifts! He is always great for an anecdote or a
chat, making time for everyone at JRS. His retirement is well earned - and we all know that Mr Stather will embody the JRS
school vision wherever his retirement takes him.

Mr Canns is retiring from the learning support department. He has supported many students in class and has completed our
reading fluency test for all students in KS3 over a number of years. His calm dedication to our learning support team has been
really valued. We hope he enjoys his retirement in Coniston.

WISHING YOU A WONDERFUL SUMMER

Thank you once again for all your support throughout the year. Your partnership with us makes such a difference to our school
community. I hope you all have a fantastic summer break filled with sunshine, rest and quality time together. We're already look-
ing forward to welcoming everyone back in September for another brilliant year ahead!

With very best wishes,

Mr P Blackburn
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SUMMER DAYS WITH THE DAY — READING @ JRS

Just a reminder that if your child doesn’t have a novel to read over the summer, all JRS students
have access to The Day which is full of non-lit articles and non-lit texts about stories in the news
or issues that might affect them. The links below give students access to the website — there are
news related quizzes and sections on mental health and wellbeing too. Reading non-literary texts
is just as important as reading fiction and can be a great way to encourage students to read if they
are interested in a particular topic, sport or country. For example, The Day recently featured lots
of articles about the 2026 World Cup. All the links are below and can be cut and pasted into your
browser to take you directly to the website.

7BT - www.theday.co.uk/?id=B684A43D-27BD-49FA-9752-C376 C3FA2CC4

-TH - www.theday.co.uk/?id=BB56AB0F-0660-49AD-BB91-257113D9CD64

8BT - www.theday.co.uk/?id=228F1D5D-AEA3-4AE7-BoF6-C56ACD33BA24

8TH - www.theday.co.uk/?2id=45631B83-A2C6-4DA1-8 FQE-C2E33E7552DB

9BT - www.theday.co.uk/?id=8DE84705-ACF0-49E8-9099-6B78 E6EQ28AE

9TH - www.theday.co.uk/?id=75C7843B-C35E-46E2-BD71-4F6A19F04C8B

Year 10 - www.theday.co.uk/?id=57E26F54-F3A3-4B08-A549-BSFFB0oC5C2F1

Mr Walker

“Books are divided into two classes, the books of the hour and the books of
all time.” — John Ruskin

WHAT ABOUT SUMMER zanne Collins:

FICTION? https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-

BookTrust is a great website that contains recommendations/what-to-read-next
lots of suggestions for young readers — the

link below takes you to a list of life changing The website below is the National Year of
fiction texts — these are books which have Reading 2026 website which contains lots of
‘turned children into readers’ (and many of ideas and resources for families:

them are in the JRS library!) https://goallin.org.uk/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book- L )
recommendations/booklists/a-summer- If your child likes a particular genre of book,

reading-list-life-changing-childrens-books/? there are curated collections of suggested

books-filter=oldest-interest-age#books-block ~ books with a similar theme — the links below
take you to horror fiction texts, books about

The What to Read Next link suggests fur- sport or stories to make you laugh!

ther reading if a child likes a particular book rirose

or author — perhaps your child liked a particu- ]

lar story book when they were younger, this

list contains suggested further reading from

books they might have enjoyed years ago like ) .

The Tiger who Came to Tea, We're Going on a https://goallin.org.uk/comedy/

Bear Hunt or Peter Rabbit. There are also rec-

ommendations linked to popular teen authors ~Mr Walker

like Cressida Cowell, Rick Riordan and Su-

oallin.org.uk/horror

https://goallin.org.uk/sport
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The JJ Effect

On Friday 1st May, Year 8 experienced a hard-hitting anti knife crime
presentation. Following a tragedy in 2014 the JJ Effect now travels the
country visiting schools to share a very personal story. The afternoon
was emotional but enjoyable. The students also had the opportunity to
put together a short TikTok video showing the JJ Effect at John Ruskin
School. Toby agreed to speak in the video and emotionally shared his
thoughts. Toby said: I think it was a pretty good story to help children
stop carrying knives.” We hope to be able to invite The JJ Effect back to
school next year. Mrs Tennant

“Education is a work to be done in kindness, by watching, by warning, by
praise, but above all - by example.” — John Ruskin

UKMT JUNIOR CHALLENGE, APRIL 2026

Here at JRS, mathematical students have been competing again in another UKMT maths challenge. This time it
was the turn of Year 7 and Year 8 students to try their best in the Junior challenge.

There was an interesting battle between the two Year 7 groups as their rivalry shone through and they both wanted
to beat the other class. Meanwhile in Year 8 a similar battle took place between Alfie and everyone else. Could an-
yone steal Alfie’s mathematical crown?

Secretly, Year 7 were also trying to challenge Year 8, to see if they could beat them and claim to be the best JRS
Junior competitor. Year 8 said they didn’t need to compete, they knew, they were the best.

The day of the challenge arrived, pencils were sharpened, brains were engaged and the students set off to see who
would win the best in school certificate!

The results are in. Did Year 7 beat Year 8?2 Did anyone beat Alfie?

Well, Alfie did indeed get a Bronze certificate, which is brilliant, but he didn’t get the best in school result which
went to Sophie, who scored a mighty 74 and was awarded with a Silver certificate, just missing out on a Gold!

Year 7 did not manage to beat Year 8 but a special mention goes to Dylan who got the best score in Year 7, with 41.
A massive well done to all students who took part.

For those of you who love a little bit of mathematical brain gym, here are a couple of questions from the Junior
challenge. Answers later in the JRS express!

Ms York
i i-31-2-1
A, What is the valwe of . r
H=T=t=25%
A B : L : ¥ : E I
i | P a a -
: : r : 3
4, Barry thinks of a pumbser. Half of the number, plus a third of the number. plos 3 quarer of the suember
i 52 What pumiber is Harey chank mg of !
A 24 B 30 C 36 0 42 E 48
£, The Salisbury Cathedral click is thowghi 1o be the world's oldest working clock. dating from abgus
1386, It was restored in 1956, Since iis restoration, the cleck sirikes once on the hour every hoar
Which oof these is the best approcimation for the mumber of fimes it has stinack since its restomtion™
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YEAR 8 YOUNG FIREFIGHTER COURSE 2026

The course included: effective communication, team problem solving, health and safety, basic First Aid, basic
firefighting, hose and pump drills, safe ladder climbing, basic RTC awareness, search & rescue techniques, fire safety
and water safety. Students were expected to complete many practical drills and activities to experience the role of
being a firefighter.

The selection process:
Due to limited spaces on the course the students were tasked with writing a formal letter of application stating why
they would like to take part on the course and what skills they have to put forward.

Here is a snapshot from successful candidates’:

‘Help me develop more confidence and responsibility’

‘I am determined and resilient, and I don’t give up easily’

‘T understand the importance of the emergency services’

‘I am hard working, community minded and work very well as part of a team’

‘T have a strong work ethic and strongly believe that you get out what you put in’

The following students were successfully selected to take part in this year’s Young Firefighters’ course and showed
true resilience in extremely hot conditions and dedication during the week and due to their positive commitment
throughout the week, students highlighted their skill and knowledge during their very successful, formal passing out
parade.

Daniela, Tiffany, Abbey, Sophie, Tommy, Kaleb, Amelia, Beth, Alyssa, Tedi-Ray, Connor, Brook,
Lilly, Jacob, Chloe.

Congratulations to all who took part.

Mrs Walker

“Skill is the unified force of experience, intellect and passion in their
4 operation.” — John Ruskin




JRS BRITISH VALUES HALL OF FAME 2026 / 2027

At JRS we discuss British Values as part of form time — and one event all students are involved in is our bi-annual
JRS British Values Hall of Fame. Students discuss potential nominees and then decide who best represents the
British Values their form have been allotted. Their choices are displayed in the school dining room and in reception.
Here is who the students chose for 2026 / 2027:

BT Alders — Dame Sarah Mullaly, the first female Archbishop of Canterbury, for tolerance of those with differ-
ent faiths and beliefs
BT Alders — Emma Watson, actress and campaigner, for democracy and the rule of law

BT Elms — Emmeline Pankhurst for mutual respect
BT Elms — Hamza Yassin, wildlife photographer and conservationist, for individual liberty

BT Oaks — Rosa Parks for mutual respect
BT Oaks — David Tennant, actor and campaigner for individual liberty

BT Willows — Hans Kung, priest and theologian for tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs
BT Willows — Qaiser Sheik, solicitor for the rule of law

TH Alders — Kit Connor, actor, for tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs
TH Alders — John Daly, golfer, for democracy and the rule of law

TH Elms — David Attenborough for mutual respect
TH Elms — Rosa Parks for individual liberty

TH Oaks — Liz Hill, JRS site manager, for mutual respect
TH Oaks — Martha Allington, footballer, individual liberty

TH Willows — Marcus Rashford, footballer for democracy and the rule of law
TH Willows — Alexi Navalny, Russian political activist for democracy and the rule of law
Mr Walker

JRS BANK NOTES

In addition to the JRS British Values Hall of Fame, students at JRS had to decide who should go on our special JRS
bank notes. First of all, we looked at who is currently on our UK bank notes and why. This year, the Bank England is
consulting on changing the images on our bank notes - the next edition will feature British wildlife. At JRS, we stuck
with important humans — and JRS students decided on who should go on a set of JRS bank notes to be displayed in
the dining room. Here are who the students chose and an example of one of the bank notes:

BT Alders £5 note AURI KANANEN TH Alders £5 note EBENZER SCROOGE
(Finnish cleaning influ- from Charles Dickens’ A
encer) CHRISTMAS CAROL

BT Elms £10 note JUSTIN FLETCHER TH Elms £10 note MIKE STATHER
(AKA Mr Tumble, TV (member of JRS staff)
star)

BT Oaks £20 note SIR DAVID ATTENBOR- | TH Oaks £20 note BEATRIX POTTER
OUGH (writer and supporter of
(wildlife expert, pro- National Trust)
gramme maker and con-
servationist)

BT Willows £50 STEVE IRWIN (wildlife TH Willows £50 BRIAN MAY (member of
expert, TV presenter and Queen and wildlife cam-
conservationist) paigner)

Mr Walker

£ 1() BANK o ENGLAND IEN
; ) POUNDS




CAREERS PAGE — JRS EXPRESS

We have had an exciting term in school with our careers provision. Year 10 students have been out on a week’s
work experience, Year 9 students have been to The Langdale Hotel and Spa for a taste of the hospitality industry,
and our Year 8s have been to Grasmere for a Green Careers and Skills day, exploring the vast opportunities for em-
ployment linked to sustainability and the environment within the Lake District National Park. In addition to this,
Y7 and Y10 students have taken part in a Future Skills Questionnaire to help inform planning, and tailor support
and appropriate access to careers opportunities and information for individual students at this school.

Departments have also ensured that their curriculum and classroom displays highlight career opportunities which
can lead from their subject and as a school, continuing to develop oracy, students are also made aware of the essen-
tial skills that employers are looking for and where these are being honed throughout their school experience.

During next term, I will be asking parents to complete a questionnaire so I can hear your thoughts about Careers at
JRS.

Mrs Tennant ' /’\/

Year g trip to
Langdale Hotel
and Spa

WORK EXPERIENCE AT A
MICHELIN RESTAURANT

On work experience, I went to The Old Stamp House in
Ambleside where I worked alongside the Michelin
starred chef, Ryan Blackburn. I did lots of ingredient
prep including podding peas, making ceviche dressing
and preparing souffle batter. On Wednesday I went up-
stairs to Shelly’s to experience service in Ryan’s other
restaurant. On Thursday and Friday, I helped plate up
snacks and desserts ready for service in the Stamp
House’s tiny kitchen! Work experience was really useful
for me as I experienced being in a professional kitchen,
working with high-quality, fresh ingredients and I now
know that being in a high-stressed environment can still
be really fun when you love your job.

By Belle

"The highest reward for a person's toil is not what they get for it, but what
they become by it." — John Ruskin

FORTHCOMING CAREERS
EVENTS AT JRS

23« September - Year 11 Mock Interviews

Owen on placement at

Oct / Nov - Year 9 Personal guidance interviews Nettleslack Farm.

Oct / Nov — Year 11 assemblies: FE colleges and
sixth form talks

Sept — Dec — Employer talks (TBC)




INSPIRING DIGITAL
ENTERPRISE AWARD

IDEA is an international, badge-based online
program helping people learn digital, enter-
prise, and employability skills. The focus is

on Digital literacy, cybersecurity, maker pro-
jects, and entrepreneurship. This proves a veri-
fied baseline of digital capability to future em-
ployers.

The following students have worked hard to
achieve their bronze award for IDEA this term:-

FRENCH TRIP

30 JRS students have spent five days on the
Opal Coast in France on an immersive French
trip. Students participated in a range of French
language activities including shopping at a lo-
cal market, baking bread, and visiting Europe's
biggest aquarium. In true JRS style, students
threw themselves into all activities with enthu-
siasm and good humour.

Ms Glover

Charlotte Levi
Etienne Evelyn
Jude Isabel
Mya Joshua
Jayden Felicity
Ms Bowe

o

*dea
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OUTDOOR LEARNING

Summer is here which means outdoor learning
is in full swing here at JRS. We had a fabulous
time on Coniston Water with Year 8 completing
a canoe journey with lots of jumping in the wa-
ter to cool off on a hot sunny day.! The students
showed fantastic resilience, teamwork and great
humour throughout and were complimented by
the outdoor instructors for being brilliant young
people to work with.

Ms Richards
DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD

The D of E award continues its success at JRS.
43 Year 9 students have now completed their
bronze expedition and, as I am writing this, 18
Year 10 students are about to depart on their
silver expedition in the Yorkshire Dales. It is
fantastic to see the students put all their out-
door learning skills into action and have a great
time camping out and navigating their way in
their groups. We had a challenging night this
year with strong wind and rain but all the stu-
dents coped admirably. Well done to all!

Ms Richards

GEOGRAPHY

We were fortunate to get a lakeside view of
Bluebird with Year 7 during Bluebird week - a
moment of history they will not forget!

The Year 10 geographers completed their hu-
man fieldwork with a study day in Lancaster.
We visited many parts of the city and complet-
ed environment surveys, footfall counts and
questionnaires looking at the impacts of the
universities on the city. Mr Blackburn brushed
off his geography skills to accompany us for the
day and an enjoyable day was had by all.

Ms Richards




PE
On Wednesday 14th May Miss Caisley and Mrs Walker took 42 students to the South Lakes Ath-
letics competition in Furness, the students were amazing, even when it started to hail! We had
some outstanding performances, Tedi-Ray won the 100m and Long Jump, Beth totally blew eve-
ryone else away in her 200m race. Freyja came 2nd in the Long Jump and Aaron came 2nd in the
Javelin. Then the relay teams were superb, the Junior girls and Inter boys both won and the inter
girls came 2nd. A big thank you to all of the students who competed, you represented JRS with
aplomb.

Miss Caisley

ATHLETE PROFILE

At John Ruskin School we are so proud of our students’ many
sporting successes, and would like to celebrate these with you
by shining a spotlight on some of our star athletes.

First up is Beth in Year 8:

Beth competes for Millom Striders in the Cumbria League and
Mid Lancashire Athletics competitions. r

At Hexham Intercounty Competition, Beth competed in Jun-
ior girls (Year 8 and 9). She came 4+ in the 200m and 4« in the
Long jump (1st Cumbrian) with a personal best of 4.51m.

She is Triple county champion (U14's (new age group)) in
100m 200m and Long Jump.

Beth's current rankings:

North west UK
100m 5th 41st
200m 13th 85th
Long Jump 11th 92nd

Well done Beth, fantastic effort!

Miss Caisley

“What we think or what we
know or what we believe is in
the end of little consequence.
The only thing of consequence is
what we do.”

-- John Ruskin




MATHS CHALLENGE: THE ANSWERS

d-3-2-1] -1 1
3. B = B it g
B=T=6-5 =10 5
4. E  Let the number which Barry is thinking of be 1
[} i L fur + 4y + 3x 13x
Then = - —-=58 S — =57 i =57
“ul1_"+_1.+.l 52, S0 = 52, thaut is 5 =32
1252
Hence ¢ = =12x4=4%
13
5. D As the Salisbury Cathedral Clock sirikes once every hour, it sirikes 24 times every day
Therefore, in the 70 vears since 1956, the number of times it has struck is approximately
24w 3RS w0 T0 = 2w A50 % 70 = 24 x 25 000 = 600 D00
6. C  Aszero cannotl be the leading digit in o number, the three-digin numbers made only from Os amd
I are 10K, 1O, 1000 amd D00, Their sum is 422, The two 1||_|:il numbers made |.'-|'||'_|. from 2%
and 3s are 22, 23, 32 and 33, Their sum is 110, So, on Wednesday, Ada's fimal addition was
22 % 110, which gave her the result of 532
7. A All primes greater than 2 are odd. The sum of five odd numbers is also odd, However, 2026 is
even and therefore one of the hive primes 15 2 as this s the only even prime. As 2 15 also the
smallest prime, this means that there is exactly one possibality for the smallest prime in Sam’s
list. There are many lists of five primes which sum 10 2026, One example is 2, 19, 31, 983, 9]
How did you do?!
MATHS ART COMPETITION 2026
m Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have all been trying out and exploring lots of different

City of Maths

types of Art in Maths, from Esher’s impossible staircases, to Bridget Riley’s art to
Curve Stitching and Celtic Knots.

This exciting new competition is being jointly run by Maths Careers and the Leeds
City of Maths.

The Brief: Create a piece of hand drawn Maths Art which is A4 size. Write 50-100
words about the maths in your artwork.

eYour Maths Art must be on a flat A4 piece of paper — no sculptures!

eYour Maths Art must be created by hand — not on a computer.

o¢Use whatever tools and materials you like (e.g. coloured pencils, paint, scissors and glue) — it’s all ok, as long as
you don’t make it using a computer and as long as it sits fairly flat on the paper. (Collage is ok.)

eYou must write 50-100 words about the maths in your artwork. You could hand write this and add it like a la-
bel on your Maths Art. Your text must be located within your A4 artwork, not as a separate sheet.

eMake sure it is all your own work.

¢This is a national competition, you don’t need to live in Leeds, but you do need to be a resident of the UK to

enter.

eDEADLINE to hand in to school is Friday 4« September.

Prizes

eWinners will receive a £100 Amazon Voucher.
eHighly commended artworks will receive a
£30 Amazon Voucher.

eAll winning and highly commended students
will also receive a free family ticket to visit ei-

ther MathsCity Leeds or MathsWorld London. I o [rawn it Wiaths in Watuce
Travel bursaries will be made available to par- I pape Mares

tially contribute towards the travel costs of win- AR
ners who live further away from both a 1 Ak oy
MathsCity Leeds and MathsWorld London. ; : i Qrigemi {mot 30)
*All winning and highly commended artworks [ wisictine: i A

will be on display on the Maths Careers web- STRER X SN P! tncesfakes
site. ledamic Geometry TS Iy

hamedaiag

Tt aliglian



https://mathscity.co.uk/
https://mathsworld.com/

SUMMER SAVINGS SCHEME

We have received information about a new national initiative that may be helpful for families at-
tending Summer HAF (Holiday Activity Fund) sessions. We would be grateful if you could share
the details below with your attendees, parents, and carers through your usual communication
channels (e.g. email, newsletters, social media, or on-site displays).

Summer Savings for Families

The Great British Summer Savings Scheme will run from 25 June to 1 September

2026, aiming to help families with the cost of activities over the summer period.
The scheme includes:

eReduced VAT on a range of family days out, including attractions such as soft play, adventure
centres, and theme parks

eDiscounts on children’s tickets for theatres and cinemas
eSavings on children’s meals in participating restaurants

eFree local bus travel throughout August for children aged 5 to 15 in England

This is in addition to other ongoing support available to help families with the cost of living.
Further Information

More information can be found using the links below:

eSummer Savings Scheme:https://www.gov.uk/cost-of-living/summer-savings

eWider Cost of Living Support:https://www.gov.uk/cost-of-living

A WORD FROM THE JRS FUNDRAISING GROUP.

First of all, thank you to everyone who has contributed in any way to our two fundraising events
for this academic year. Without the offer of a bingo prize or attending the event or the contribu-
tion of a cake or two then we simply couldn’t raise the funds we do. That would mean no picnic
tables for our students, your children, to sit at during break and lunch.

I would also like to thank the parents and carers who give up their time to help out, whether you
are part of the fundraising group or turn up on the day to help.

The biggest thanks, however, needs to go to Mrs. Hodgson who has been the treasurer for 13
years and, due to her change in jobs, is resigning from this role. Over a thirteen year period, she
has kept a close eye on the purse strings and we have bought some expensive items that have col-
lectively benefitted the students. She has also helped in every event we have held and her support
will be greatly missed.

Have a lovely summer!

Mrs. Wright (Chair of the fundraising group).

10
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- '~ Here are some important
contacts to help keep

- o

you safe...

(™ The Samaritans - 116 12
(® Childline 0800 11 11

¢+9 Shout - text 85258

M Mental Health Crisis Team - 0800 953 0110

PAPYRUS HOPELINEUK
™ 0800 068 (-9 Text 07860039967
4141

Cumbria Safeguarding Children Partnership
http://www.cumbriasafeguardingchildren.co.uk/

Self-Harm
What you Self-Harm Safe
need to | Plan

know

How to use QR Code:
Open the camera app o

be taken directly to the
website for support.

Online counselling and
|/ emotional well-being
7/ platform for children and

young people, accessible
through mobile, tablet and
desktop.



the

form
awap shop

Help protect our environment by reducing waste. Please reuse school uniform in JRS' Uniform Swap Shop.

How can the Swap Shop help you?

Use the School Gateway app on your phone. A £0 payment section has been set up, which enables you to consent
and type a comment with the item and size you are looking for. We will send some pre-loved uniform home with
your child (if we have the size you need).

How can you help?
Send in any uniform items your children have grown out of or no longer need - good quality, washed items only
please.

Mrs Gaskell

John Ruskin School We hope you all have a happy and healthy
Lake Road holiday and look forward to seeing you all
S once more in the new term!
Cumbria Remember: term starts on Thursday
LA21 8EW 3rd September (Years 7 and 11 only)
and then Friday 4th September (all
Phone: 015394 41306 / 41411 years)

121 oo/ s ou s Many thanks to all who have contributed to

the Summer issue of the JRS Express.

Please look out for the next edition arriving
in your inbox at the end of the autumn




