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‘This is a warm, welcoming school where everyone feels valued, safe and 
secure. There is a wonderful atmosphere for learning. Staff and students 

are motivated to do their best, so everyone thrives.’ 
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School years are vital to young people.  Our school years give us not just qualifications, but 
also develop our character so we can go on to achieve our ambitions.  At John Ruskin School 
our detailed knowledge of every student allows our exceptional staff to ensure that every 
child achieves and makes the very most of their school time with us.       
  
We have developed a reputation for our students making outstanding progress in their time 
with us, as evidenced in the published league tables. We value the importance of academic 
success and ensure students leaving John Ruskin School are effective 21st century citizens.  
 
Ofsted visited the school in March 2025 and recognised that John Ruskin School not only 
continues to be a ‘good’ school, but would likely be ‘outstanding’ in a graded inspection – a 
great accolade to the hard work of students and staff.  The many positive messages from 
parents received by the Ofsted team prove that John Ruskin School is a place where every 
child is cared for, valued and respected as an individual. The report states that ‘pupils have a 
strong appetite for learning’ and ‘their behaviour is exemplary’. 
 
John Ruskin School is a school where students succeed, whether that be in GCSEs, on Duke 
of Edinburgh expeditions, taking part in canoe days, theatre trips to see national 
productions, visits to art galleries, musical events or even performing in school shows.  
Seeing the dedication and passion of staff and students makes me incredibly proud to be 
head teacher of such a wonderful learning community. 
 
Peter Blackburn  
Head Teacher 
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OUR SCHOOL VISION 
 

Our small size allows us to know each student as an individual yet still provide big 
school success and a range of opportunities.  We aim to provide a caring, but 
challenging environment that pushes students to achieve the very best academic 
outcomes.  Staff and students agreed on the following vision which runs at the core of 
everything we do. 

 
Our vision is to create a school community in which you can:  

 

● Be respected 
● Be resilient 
● Be valued 
● Be ready for your future              
● BE YOU 

 
Our last inspection in March 2025 judged us to be a good school in 
all areas. You can find a link to the full report on our website.  Here 
are a few quotes from the report, which recognise the many 
strengths of the school: 
 
 

‘The pupils at John Ruskin School are courteous and kind-hearted and extend the warmest welcome 
to visitors and new arrivals.’ 
 

 ‘The school ensures that all pupils benefit from visits that develop their understanding of the subjects 
that they study. These include overnight stays to take part in adventurous activities and to Europe to 
learn about different languages and cultures.’ 
 
 ‘Pupils rise to the extremely high expectations that the school has for their achievement.’ 
 
‘Activities such as music, sports, arts and crafts, and taking part in school performances help pupils to 
develop their talents and interests.’ 
 
‘The school ensures that pupils know that they are part of a high-performance environment.  
Pupils make the most of the ambitious curriculum that the school has designed.’ 
 
‘The school ensures that pupils have a strong appetite for learning.’ 
 
‘Pupils routinely demonstrate positive attitudes in lessons. This is reflected in the positive contribution 
that they make to each others’ learning when they take part in academic discussions.’ 
 
‘The school’s provision for pupils’ personal development shows its commitment to developing well-
rounded, resilient young people who are ready to make the most of life in modern 
Britain.’ 
 
‘Pupils use technical vocabulary to talk about their learning with accuracy’. 

 
‘….[The school]…. Identifies the reading needs of pupils with precision, and provides pupils with the 
support they need to become confident and eloquent readers.’ 



The Curriculum 
 
At John Ruskin School we provide a rich, high quality and varied learning experience for all 
of our students. The curriculum is taught through well-planned and engaging lessons that 
stimulate the students’ interest and enjoyment of learning. The arts are celebrated in art 
galleries around the school and regular performance evenings such as The Spring Concert 
and school productions like Replica, Shrek the Musical and Matilda the Musical. 
 
The school boasts a large playing field and, in order to support the curriculum, subject 
related trips and visits are regularly organised making the best use of our local environment. 
 
Key Stage 3 
 
In Years 7, 8 and 9 all students have lessons in the following subjects: 
English, mathematics, science, design technology, history, geography, French, art, music, 
physical education, religious education, computing, catering and personal development.  

 

We also have unique experiences for students like outdoor learning environmental 
technology and Accelerated Reader. All JRS students have online access to THE DAY – a 
non-fiction news-based website which promotes reading around topical issues in the news.  
 
Class sizes are smaller than in a typical comprehensive school.  This allows teachers or 
teaching assistants to adapt their teaching for the individual needs of students.   
 
 
Key Stage 4         

 
Our KS4 curriculum includes a core offer of English, maths, 
science, PE and religious studies that every child must 
follow.  We also provide a range of choices with a degree of 
flexibility to allow for a 
variety of personal learning 
routes.  English, science 
and humanities are 
particular strengths of the 
school.    

High achievement across the school allows many students to 
progress to the post-16 courses of their choice.  
We offer GCSE courses in computer science, art, music, 
French, history, geography, food and nutrition, resistant 
materials and drama. 



Extra-Curricular Opportunities 
 

Outside of the formal curriculum, John Ruskin School offers a wide range of extra-curricular 
opportunities including: 
 

Clubs, trips and residential activities 
 

● Homework club (run at lunchtime each day) 
● Year 7 Residential 
● Biennial residential trip to France with a focus on art and culture 
● Annual ski trip for Years 7 to 10 

 

● Peripatetic music tuition covering woodwind, strings, brass, guitar and percussion    
● Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award during Year 9, and Silver during Year 10 
● Evening and weekend trips to sporting events 
● Year 7 trip to Dove Cottage, Grasmere 
● Dance/drama workshops with professional companies; theatre trips; 

Spring concert, Young Voices and plays; “Youth Speaks” debate competition; 
          The Big JRS Picnic at the end of the summer term    
                                                       
    

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



THE EXPLICIT BEHAVIOUR CURRICULUM AT JRS 
 
At JRS we have developed The Explicit Behaviour Curriculum and linked it to our rewards 
system. Students have discussed with teachers a set of criteria for making them ready for 
the school day at JRS. This includes what they should do the night before school; first thing 
in the morning; on the journey to and from school; at breaks and lunchtimes and how to 
behave when online or using social media. In planners, there is a passport, and students 
need to achieve success in the different areas of The Explicit Behaviour Curriculum in order 
to access rewards. Last year, these rewards included a trip to Jump Rush, shopping at the 
Trafford Centre, watching the pantomime in Blackpool or crafting with Brantwood. 
Sometimes achieving The Explicit Behaviour Curriculum means an extended break or tasty 
treat too! The Explicit Behaviour Curriculum is discussed during form time and is often a part 
of our assemblies - it really encourages our students to be ready to learn and reflect on how 
they treat one another in school. The good habits they develop - like excellent attendance or 
sensible behaviour on the bus - all help to make JRS students ready to be effective, 
responsible citizens when they leave us.  

Student Roles 

Our students play an active and important role in the life of the school.  They willingly 
volunteer to take on responsibilities to support staff and their peers.  As a result of this our 
students leave us with the self-awareness, leadership qualities and employability skills that 
allow them to go on to be successful at A-level and apprenticeships. 

 

Prefects 
 
Year 11 students apply to become prefects and then receive training so that they gain a full 
understanding of their role and their responsibilities.  On a daily basis, they oversee the 
smooth running of the dining room, monitor behaviour around school at lunchtime and on 
buses, escort visitors around school and support other students when the need arises. 
 
Some prefects apply to become head students, and their deputies.  They make speeches to 
the whole school and are then voted for by their peers and staff.  In these roles they 
oversee the prefect teams and work with senior staff as the need arises. 
 

School Council 
 
The school council is run by our head students.  Each tutor group votes for a representative 
from each key stage.  The outcomes of these meetings are then discussed with the head 
teacher on a regular basis.  This is their opportunity to have any concerns and opinions 
heard. 

 
Dining Room Assistants  
 
Young people in Key Stage 4 help the dining room staff by operating the tills at lunchtime.  
Although we run a cashless system, students who are on duty have to register the 
information about the meals that other students purchase. This is a great way to introduce 
students to the responsibilities they will face in the world of work 

 
 



Why choose John Ruskin School?    
 

We asked our Year 11 students 2026 what JRS meant to them and why they would 
recommend the school to others: 

 

‘JRS is a place where everyone is equal and 
students have the opportunity to express their 
abilities with confidence. Not only that, the school 
celebrates being one of the top performing 
schools for GCSE results in Cumbria. During my 
time at JRS, I have grown in confidence - in Year 
7 I would have never imagined I would one day be 
head student but due to the support of teachers 
and fellow students I have been encouraged to 
succeed. JRS has taught me respect, resilience, 
how to be valued and made me ready for my 
future - and most importantly, I can just be myself.’ 
 
LT - Year 11 head student   

‘The fact that JRS isn’t the biggest school means 
that it’s easier to build friendships - everyone gets 
on with everyone. The teachers have really built 
up my confidence - they even helped me practise 
my interview for college. JRS staff are like a 
community; they won’t ever let you down - parents 
should know if they send their children here they’ll 
be safe, supported and successful. The warm 
welcome you get on your first day lasts right the 
way through to your last day. Part of the JRS 
school vision is ‘be ready for your future’ and John 
Ruskin School has certainly helped me to be 
ready for mine.  
 
KL - Year 11 student  

‘JRS has fully supported me throughout my 
secondary school journey - especially during the 
preparation for my GCSE exams. The school is a 
safe haven; the supportive atmosphere means I 
have created great friendships with my peers. The 
school is a secure community and all students get 
to express themselves with confidence. Looking 
back on my secondary school journey, I can 
confidently say that JRS was the right school for 
me.’ 
 
MC - Year 11 student  

‘Five years ago I was a nervous, apprehensive, 
jittery child - choosing JRS was the best decision I 
have ever made. Throughout my time at JRS, I 
have received nothing but cheery smiles around 
each ominous corner and words of reassurance 
and affirmation when I have felt self-doubt. The 
staff are warm and welcoming - if you need help, 
they’re there - always! JRS has outstanding GCSE 
results and provides a multitude of opportunities - 
if you care about your future, choose JRS - and it 
has yummy sausage rolls at break time!’  
 
JHS - Year 11 student 

‘There are strong relationships within the walls of 
JRS, creating a community where everyone is 
equal. JRS has given me a strong education and 
built my confidence higher than it’s ever been. I 
have found lifelong best friends here and teachers 
who have altered my life for the better. JRS is a 
high achieving school - there is constant support 
and lots of activities to get involved with like the 
Fell Race, D of E and theatre trips.’ 
 
EC - Year 11 student  

‘My JRS journey has consisted of many exciting 
experiences, academic growth and lots of reliable 
relationships with both my peers and teachers. 
JRS has helped me develop and improve 
academically and increased my personal 
confidence. JRS is true community that embraces 
individuals and prepares them for their futures 
really well’  
 
MK - Year 11 student 

‘JRS is a good school and all the teachers here 
are very nice, everyone treats you well and you 
can have conversations with all members of staff. 
JRS has given me the confidence to do many 
things…’  
 
HC - Year 11 student  

‘I have had lots of great experiences at JRS and 
made many friends - the teachers have helped me 
to succeed in achieving the best possible grades 
and made sure I am ready to enter the next 
chapter of my life…’ 
 
JF - Year 11 student   

 

 



 

‘After five years spent attending and learning here at John Ruskin School, I have 
learned and accumulated such wisdom which I will share with you now.  
  

As a parent of a Year 6 child you may see your child worry after wandering 
through the vast corridors of the internet about how school was only good in 
primary, and that it only gets worse from here on in. 
  

However, your child really should not worry. These stories you hear are almost all 
sensationalist and drastic exaggerations to make the story more fun to read while 
scrolling on your device.  
  

Here at JRS you can expect none of those experiences about high-school-horror-
stories your child has read online. As a Year 11 student writing this paragraph on 
my computer right now, looking back I have, just as any person who’s ever been 
to a school, have had the odd negative experience but those experiences were few 
and far between and more importantly, I pushed through and beat every bad day 
and now I’ve arrived at the final exams.  
  

For me the revision and studying and preparation was all worth the struggle, and 
now I have chances to move on to further education thanks to the help and 
support of my teachers and peers every day I attended. JRS provides an invaluable 
education and an even more so, it provides a community. Teachers will teach you 
well and leave you with memories that last a lifetime. And out of all the non-
selective schools in Cumbria we have the best exam results and attendance. So all 
I can say is if you want the best results, experience, and community for your son 
or daughter, send your child here to JRS. 
  

EH - Year 11 student  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Staff at John Ruskin School 
 

 
 
 



Staff at John Ruskin School 
 
The Senior Team 
Head Teacher      Mr Peter Blackburn 
Deputy Head Teacher       Mr Ian Walker 
Assistant Head Teacher     Miss Julie Flanagan 
Assistant Head Teacher       Miss Carolyn Metcalfe 
SENDCO       Mrs Caitrin Pursell 
 
 
English Department   Mr I Walker  Mrs D Wright 

    Mrs E Ribchester 
Mathematics Department  Miss C Metcalfe   Ms A York 

Science Department  Mrs E Rawlinson     Mrs R Gaskell Mrs R Mallett 

ICT Department   Miss W Bowe 
P.E. Department  Mrs R Caisley  Mr B Temple   

R.E. Department  Mrs S Tennant       Mr P Blackburn   
Languages Department  Mrs J Glover             Mrs C Pursell    Mrs H Martin 

Geography Department  Ms A Richards             Mrs B Lemm  
History Department   Miss J Flanagan              Mrs P Ridley 

Art Department  Mrs S Farquhar 

PSHE/Citizenship & Careers 
Co-ordinator    Mrs S Tennant 

Technology Department   Miss H Curbishley Mr T Stacey  
Drama Department   Miss H Curbishley Mrs B Lemm 

Music Department  Mrs G Duckering 

Specialist Teacher  Miss M Jones 
Learning Support   Mrs W Whiteley  Mrs L Jones     Ms S Pass   

     Mrs H Woodhead Mrs S Graham     Miss C Luff 
               Mrs M Gradkowska Miss R Ensoll     Miss C Dampier 

                Ms J Perry 
 

Exam Access Arrangements  Mrs S Hodgson   

Cover Supervisor and   Mrs S Walker  
Pastoral Support  

School Business Manager  Mrs L Askew 
Exams Officer/Admin   Ms S Bennett 

Attendance Officer/ Admin  Mrs L Dugdale 

School Business Assistant      Mrs K Dawson  
Administrator    Mrs J Blaney   

Science and Catering Technician  Miss H Lecky-Thompson  
Site Supervisor   Mrs E Hill   

Cleaner     Mrs P Airey  

Chair of Governors The Fells Federation 

             Mrs J Hallam 
 
For further details of the Governing Body for The Fells Federation, please see our website 
www.fellsfederation.org.uk 
 

John Ruskin School, Lake Road, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8EW 
Tel: 015394-41306/015394-41411         Email: admin@jrs.org.uk 

http://www.fellsfederation.org.uk/

